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EXPLANATORY. 


To any person who has attempted to make a careful genealogical 
record it will be unnecessary to make any explanation, but for those who 
have had no experience with such work it is proper to state that the 
Record herein given is not claimed to be complete—it is far from it— 
but so far as we have been able to verify the data it will be found correct. 

Major E. R. Kearsley, of Bucyrus, Ohio, when a boy of six years of 
age, after the death of his mother. lived for some years with his grand- 
father, Captain Samuel Kearsley, at or near Harrisburg. Pa., and from 
his own recollection of the Kearsley, Cooper and Woods families got 
together such data as he had with a view of putting it in form for dis- 
tribution among such members of the family as he knew. 

Finding the work more onerous than his advancing years permitted 
he turned the data in his possession over to me, with request to put it 
into printed form. Inquiries in various directions brought further data, 
and the record has grown to about three times the size originally expected. 

Mr. George T. Kearsley. of Radford, Va., who possesses the old 
Kearsley Bible with the record on page 6, has supplied the data for 
his branch of the family, as well as for the Henderson and Woods branches. 

Professor P. H. K. McComb has supplied the data for the McComb 
branch. The writer has secured much other data from the records in 
Lancaster and Cumberland Counties, the Pennsylvania State Library. and 
the Pennsylvania Historical Society of Philadelphia. 

Jonathan Kearsley (see memoirs page 7) came to this country, 
when a young man, as a fugitive, without acquainting his parents, and 
settled in Pennsylvania. and married his wife Jane there. From the 
notation in the Kearsley Bible. above referred to, that the child Robert 
was buried in the Calvinist burying ground at Lancastertown, Pa., it was 
supposed that he had settled in Lancaster County. A search of the records 
in that county fails to reveal his name, either in the assessment lists, mar- 
riage or death records, or elsewhere. 

The earliest date at which we get any definite record of him is the 
year 1761, from the account books of John Agnew, Esq., a merchant of 
Carlisle, Pa., which shows that Jonathan Kearstey and his wife Jane 
were residents of Carlisle at that time. These account books of John 
Agnew are now in the possession of Mr. C. P. Humrich, attorney-at-law, 
of Carlisle. 

From the fact also that he appears first in the assessment lists for 
the year 1762, and is on the list of lot owners for 1763, it seems probable 
that he lived elsewhere prior to 1761. ; 
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The records of Cumberland County are very complete, and show that 
he lived at Carlisle from 1761 down to 1779-S0, when he removed to 
Shippensburg, where he died in 1782. 

Jonathan Kearsley was evidently a man of strong character and high 
standing in Cumberland County; was a merchant, keeping a general store, 
and had in addition a very compldte drug-store, as the inventory on 
page 12 shows. This likely accounts for his having the title of “Doctor.” 
He was evidently a chemist of wide reputation, as the Colonial records 
show that Dr. Jonathan Kearsley was recommended by the prominent 
citizens of Carlisle to the Committee of Safety at Philadeiphia as a 
competent person to manufacture sait-petre, during the Revolutionary 
war, and the Pennsylvania Archives contain a letter from Jonathan 
Kearsley to the Committee of Safety complaining of his inability to pro- 
duce greater quantities and inquiring if they knew of any new process 
for making it, as he understood salt-petre was being made in Virginia. 

The record of Deed Transfers for Cumberland County shows that he 
was a property holder of considerable proportions, and the wills of himself 
and wife Jane show that he left considerable property. Photo-engravings 
of the original wills made in 4782 and 1790 are herein given, the originals 
being in perfect state of preservation; although yellow from age the ink 
is clear and perfect. 

The strong religious character of the family is shown by the “Death- 
bed Memoirs,” and the letters given. 

Many of the descendants in all branches of the family have been 
famous in the professions, the ministry and in business. 

While most branches of the family have remained residents of Penn- 
sylvania and Virginia, descendants are to be found in Ohio, Michigan, In- 
diana and as far west as Nebraska. 

It is greatly to be regretted that we have been unable to find in any 


‘of the records examined the family name of Jane Kearsley, the wife of 


Jonathan, Neither have we found the date of their marriage, nor any- 
thing to throw light upon the statement in his Memoirs that he came 
to this country as a fugitive. when a young man, without the knowledge 
of his parents, who had given him pious training, but it is presumed 
that it was simply his youthful desire for adventure and the fear that 
his parents would have withheld their permission. It seems evident 
that he came to this country about 1738-40, and was married about 


1742-3. 





At the end of the record will be found data of two Drs. John Kearsley 
of Philadelphia. The elder of these was a famous physician and amateur 
architect, and made the designs for Christ Church as well as for the State- 
house and steeple (our famous Independence Hall), and at his death he 
endowed Christ: Church with large sums, leaving the balance of his estate 
to his nephews and nieces in Sedgefield, England. 
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He was a member of the assembly and his speeches in favor of the 
colony were so acceptable to the people that they frequently carried him 
home on their shoulders. He was noted for his charity and good deeds, 
and died respected by all the people. 

The second Dr. John Kearsley (nephew of the one above mentioned) 
also came to Philadelphia and practiced as a physician. During the 
Revolutionary War he was arrested as a tory and confined in the military 
prison at Lancaster, being later removed by direction of the Committee 
of Safety to the military prison at Carlisle, where he died. He left his. 
property to his brothers and sisters in Sedgefield. Engiand. 

A careful search of the records in the Pennsylvania Historical Society. 
at Philadelphia, fails to show any connection between these two Drs. John 
Kearsley and the Jonathan Kearsley, of Carlisle. but Dr. S. Weir Mitchell's 
father, Dr, John Kearsley Mitchell (1792-1858), of Philadelphia, told him 
that the two families were related and that he had documents which 
proved this connection which were destroyed in the fire when the Capitoi 
at Washington was burned by the British in 1813. The papers were in pos- 
session of the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

Dr. Mitchell thinks the family was originally English. but that Jonathan 
came to America from Scotland. 

Jf any reader can supply further data than is herein contained, will 
he or she please send it to 


Eimer L. Wuite, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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THE KEARSLEY FAMILY IN AMERICA. 


This record, and part of what follows, is taken from an old family 
Bible, printed in Edinburg, Scotland, by Evan Tyler, printer to the King’s 
most excellent Majesty, in the year 1698; now in the Possession of George 


T. Kearsley, of Radford, Virginia. 


JONATHAN KEARSLEY, 


married 


JANE KEARSLEY, 


Children of above: 


. eS 
II. 

« JT, 
IV. 

WE 

VI. 
VIL. 
VIII. 
IX. 

XK. 

XI. 


ELIZABETH 
JOHN (Judge) 
MARGARET 
SAMUEL (Captain) 
ROBERT 

MARY 

ANN 

JANE 

REBECCA 
STILLA 
JONATHAN (r.) 


Originally from Scotland, mar- 
ried and settled in Pennsylvania 
with his wife, Jane Kearsley, at 


Carlisle, Pa. 


He was born in 


1718 and died Dec. 26th, 1782, 
at Shippensburg, Pa. 
Was born in 1720 and died April 


28th, 1801. 


BORN. 
Nov. 19, 1743 
Oct. 20, 1745 
Jan 22,1748 
Sep. 15, 1750 
Feb. 17, 1753 
Nov. 2, 1755 
July 1, 1758 
Mar. 18, 1760 
Aug. 30, 1762 
Mar. 6, 1765 
‘Mar: 6, 1766 


DIED, 
Oct. &, 1829 
June 26, 1819 
April 5, 1828 
March 22, 1830 
July, 1753 
Aug., 1826 
March, 1759 
March 28, 1835 
Nov. 2y, 1848 
March 6, 1765 
, 1804 





Note.—-Robert is buried in Calvinist burying ground, Lancastertown, 
Pa. Ann, born in Carlisle, Pa. July Ist, 1758; died March, 1759. 


See “Short Memoirs of the last sickness and death of Mr. Jonathan 
Kearsley, 1782,” pages 7, 8, 9, 10, which show the deep-seated religious 
character of the original members of the family in America. They were 
evidently strict Scotch Presbyterians. 
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SHORT MEMOIRS OF THE LAST SICKNESS AND 
DEATH OF MR. JONATHAN WKEARSLEY, 1482. 





Mr. Jonathan Kearsley, in his last sickness, which happened in the 
month of December, 1782, apprehending the time of his dissolution drawing 
near, and having, by the advice of his friends, settled his worldly con- 
cerns, expressed a desire of convening his children together about him, 
and of saying something to them, who had pretty generally come to visit 
their honored Father, some of whom had come above fifty miles to pay 
their last respect to him on that occasion, and were attentive in waiting 
and sccking an opportunity thereof; but his disorder and the necessary 
attendance, ete., admitting but short intervals for that purpose, it was 
unavoidably deferred till the evening of the 20th, when they all presented 
themselves who was now become by the violence of his disorder, very 
weak, though still retaining the use of all his mental powers in as great a 
degree as when in perfect health. 

He began by declaring to us the providence and grace of God re- 
specting himself from his infancy, particularly the manner of his educa- 
tion and pious instructions from his parents and teachers; the slight 
impressions by them made upon him at the time; the incidents which 
brought him from his native country, which he left without acquainting 
his parents; the means which led him on his arrival to that part of-the 
country where the power of religion prevailed. the preaching of godly 
ministers in those he had the opportunity of attending, to the impressions 
thereby made on his soul, wherein he was led to sce his deplorable state 
of nature, his great distress of soul in consequence thereof, his delivery 
therefrom by the interposition of Divine grace, being plucked, as he ex- 
pressed it, as a brand out of the burning, and encircled in the everlasting 
arms of the Saviour; the tenor of his life and conversation following 
thereupon; remarking on which he was very modest in saying anything 
towards his own commendation; and though he acknowledged his life 
had been irreproachable by the world, yet bewailed his many defects, 
but expressed his sense of iree grace and forgiving mercy in regard to 
these. 

He went on farther to remark the particular favor of divine Provi- 
dence in his marriage with his worthy and beloved spouse, the children 
God had given them, on whose conduct in general he was pleased to speak 
favorably; particularly their dutiful regard in visiting and attending upon 
him on this oceasion; remarked to them that he who had come into a 
strange Jand alone, as a fugitive. had been blessed with a numerous off- 
spring, whom God had set up in familics, and that they were now become a 
band; that he had dedicated them to God by baptism in their infancy, and 
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this he thought he had done with his whole heart, sincerely and without 
the least reserve, and that by virtue of that dedication he considered 
them as God's children (though he acknowledged that that ordinance did 
not necessarily convey special grace} “I say,’’ continued he, “you are 
God's children, unless you wrest yourselves from him.” He went on 
earnestly, enjoining it upon them, that if they loved God, they should also 
love one another, as he has given commandment; observing to his eldest 
son that he was in a sense the high priest of the family. and that it was 
particularly his duty to pray for counsel, advise and take care of the 
rest; enjoining it upon all his children to take all due care of their 
mother, whom, as he had received from God, he now committed her to 
God, and them, and after many exhortations as his bodily strength would 
bear, being sometimes obliged to take a little rest at short intervals, en- 
forcing all with the consideration of the excellency of divine things. the 
glorious teward of the faithful in being advanced to God’s right hand at 
the latter day, and of enjoying him in perfect bliss to all eternity; con- 
cluded with a short, ardent and pious prayer for God's blessing on them 
all, and then took a most affectionate leave of everyone present, calling 
his children and grandchildren severally to him by name. adapting his 
exhortations to each of them respectively according to their age, sex, 
family relations and circumstances in life. and according to his sense of 
their respective need of those advices given all, which he appeared to do 
with great judgment. 

The scene was truly affecting and drew floods of tears from all eyes 
present, and for some considerable time nothing was to be seen or heard 
throughout the room but silent, bitter weeping, and lamenting the foss 
of so dear and valuable a parent. Some time after. as two or three of his 
children were supporting him up under one of his suffocating fits, he 
was observed to utter, in a dejected tone, “God have merey on my poor 
soul, etc.” which he again repeated, and then said, “Oh. my children, pray 
to God for me that he may stay his rough wind in this day of his east 
wind,” and the next day following (being Saturday) observing one of them 
(Mr. Henderson) enter the room, held out his hand and took the other’s 
hand and told him, "{ find it no easy matter to die.” These expressions 
gave occasion to his friends to conclude that at those times he was under 
some degree of spiritual desertion and troubled with fears and doubts; 
whereupon the Rev. Mr. Woods, his son-in-law, the next morning (being 
the Sabbath) asked him whether he was not tossed with temptations 
and had discouragements of mind, as had been usual with many of God’s 
children, “What, since I lay down here?” said he. Mr. Woods answered. 
“Yes, that that was his meaning.” “No, blessed be God,” said hes oh 
know in whom I have believed, and that he is both able and willing to 
raise me up in righteousness,” 
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A short account of some memorable things respecting the manner 
in which Mr. Jonathan Kearsley departed this life. who died about 3 
o'clock in the morning of December 26th, 1782. 

By a minister of the gospel, Rev. Matthew Woods, his son-in-law. 


He was seized with a complication of diseases on the t2th of the 
month above mentioned, and enjoyed very little niutigation of his pain and 
scarcely any intervals of case or quiet sleep until he fell asleep in Christ. 

I was frequently with him during his sore bodily afflictions, and 
found him always in the clear, calm and great exercise of his mental 
powers. He always manifested clear and strong hopes of pardon of sin, 
and eternal life through the mediation of Christ alone. declaring his 
adherence to the perfect righteousness of Christ as his only ground ot 
hope and the very anchor of his soul. I thought during the progress of 
his disease I could discern humility, heavenly mindedness, and a sweet, 
tranquil resignation to the divine will gradually increasing. 

He was frequent in earnest breathings after patience and submission 


and seemed afraid that he was impatient. He manifested a longing desire 


to get away but would still say the will of the Lord be done. 

Ele appeared habitually to retain a lively sense of his own vileness 
and unworthiness, and at the same time comfortable views of the glorious 
grace of God, through the Redeemer, to the chief of sinners, and main- 
tained a calm, deliberate and comfortable persuasion of his own interest 
in this grace. 

I came to him about 5 o’clock in the evening preceding his death, 
found him strugg!ing hard under unremitting bodily distress, from which 
no position of his body could afford any relief. but at the same time, 
sound as to the exercise of his mind; asked him how he felt as to the exer- 
cise of his soul? Answered, that his hope still continued. Afterwards 
asked him, are you still willing to leave this world? Yes, he replied, 
more than willing, even desirous. Under his bodily agonies. from which 
he could find no relief. he frequently and ardently expressed this short 
petition: “Lord, help me, and again strengthen me, thou strength; ever 
comfort me, thou comforter.” He once mantiested a most earnest 
longing for sanctification. Said the minister: “It seems you do not think 
you have yet obtained enough of holiness.” “No,” replied he, “nor half 
enough.” 

In worshiping God the minister chose for singing the 14th part of 
the 119th Psalm. In singing verse !1th, 


“I of thy testimones have 
Above all things made choice 
To be my heritage for age, 
For they my heart rejoice,” 


he was so comforted and elevated that with his weak voice he joined and 
sang the last line. He often most pathetically breathed for the coming 
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of Christ to dissolve his earthly tabernacle, saying, “Come quickly, Lord 
Jesus.” “Why are his chariot wheels so long in coming?” And once, 
near his last, said, “J am weary, weary, with delays.” But still manifested 
a submission to the divine will, telling us there was a set hour when God 
would take him, though we could not know it. Being told that it ap- 
peared as if there was no rest for hiin until he could sleep in the grave, he 
seemed sweetly contented with the thought. and often passionately longed 
for the rest remaining for the people of God. 

The minister often mentioned preeious texts of Scripture. and usually, 
when a part of the text was repeated, he would supply the rest himself, 
by accurately and verbatim adding the. remainder. Being told that an 
aged and eminent minister of the gospel, when dying. desired to bring 
him the Bible and turn up to him the 8th to the Romans, which was done, 
but finding himself unable to read, said, “Put my finger on these words, 
‘I am persuaded that neither death nor life, etc.,’”’ and expired with 
his finger on the place. On hearing this he requested the Bible might be 
brought him, but knowing or judging that he could not now read, desired 
the latter part of said chapter to be read. which scemed exceedingly re- 
freshing to him. Not long before he breathed his last. the minister thus 
addressed him: “You seem like a weary, weather-beaten mariner, long- 
ing for, and trying to put to shore. but cannot make land.” He replied, 
“That so it was with him.” He spoke until a few minutes before he ex- 
pired, and his last words were, “Glory to God.” 

In my absence he made very sensible and solemn addresses to his 
children, the substance of which has been recorded by his sons and son- 
in-law, Mr. Henderson. who were amongst the addressed. He also gave 
solemn exhortations to sundry of his acquaintances who visited his death- 
bed, earnestly beseoching them all to beware of the evil and danger of 
pride—and since his last days and hours are known to all acquainted with 
his life, to be but a counterpart thereto. I may venture to say that in 
him we have a confirmation of the reality and excellency of the Christian 
religion, and as he lived piously and usefully, died comfortably and 
fourageously, so now he reigns triumphantly. 

Let none who may ever read these short hints expect a comfortable 
death otherwise than as the period of a holy life; choose holiness for your 
way, if you expect happiness to be your end. Give to Christ, if you expect 
after death to be with Christ; see to it that thy religion through life 
be not such as will forsake thee at death or rather consign thee over to 
damnation. Let it be thy business through strength derived from Christ 
to mortify thy corruptions in life or never expect to conquer in death. 


Note.—The original of the foregoing manuscript is in the possession 
of Dr. Andrew A. Henderson, a resident of Pennsylvania, now on duty 
at Naval Laboratory, Brooklyn, N. ¥. Septeinber 13th, 1874. 

Dr. Henderson died, 1875. 
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WILL OF JONATHAN KEARSLEY. 


In the name of God, Amen. I Jonathan Kearsley, of the town of 
Shippensburg, in the county of Cumberland, and state of Pennsylvania, 
Yeoman, being very sick in body. but of perfect, sound and disposing mind 
and memory, thanks be to God therefor; calling to mind the mortality of my 
body, and being desirous of making the best disposition in my power of 
such worldly estate, wherewith it has pleased God to bless me in this 
life, do make and publish this, my last will and testament, in manner fol- 
lowing, that is to say :— 

It is my will, and I do order that all my just debts and funeral charges 
be fully paid and satisficd by my executors, hereinafter named, as soon 
as convenient after my decease, and if it shall appear to my said executors 
that my personal estate will not be sufficient to pay all my just debts, 
in that case it is my will and I do order that my said executors, or any 
two of them, judging it expedient. do sell and convey such part or parts 
of my real-estate or lands whatsoever as will bring a sufficiency of money 
to enable them to discharge all my said debts. 

In the next place I give. devise and bequeath to my faithful and be- 
loved wife, JANE KEARSLEY, all my estate, real and personal, what- 
soever and whercsoever (except the small legacies hereinafter bequeathed 
to my children, respectively, as a token of my love), to hold to her the 
said Jane Kearsley. her heirs and assigns forever. 

And I give and bequeath to my beloved children, to-wit: John, Samuel, 
Jonathan, Elizabeth, Margaret, Mary, Jane and Rebecca the sum of five 
shillings, lawful money, each. 

And I do further recommend to my loving wife aforesaid that she in 
her prudence, with the advice of such of her children as she will think 
proper to consult, will concert such measures and afford such support to 
my son Jonathan. aforesaid. as she and they may think proper for the 
finishing of his education, still having respect to her ability and his merit. 

And lastly, I do by these presents nominate, constitute and appoint 
my said sons, John Kearsley and Samuel Kearsley, and my son-in-law, 
Matthew Henderson, to be executors of this my last will and testament, 
hereby revoking, disannulling and disallowing all other wills and testa- 
ments by me in any wise heretofore made, ratifying and confirming this and 
none other to be my last will and testament. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hercunto set my hand and seal the roth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-two. 

(Signed) JonatHAN Kearstzy. (Seal.) 


Signed, sealed, published, pronounced. and declared by the aforesaid 
Jonathan Kearsley, as and for his last will and testament, in the presence 
of us, who have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses and in the 
presence and at the request of said testator, : 

Joun Reynotps, 
- ALEXANDER PEpLéEs, 
WILLIAM Barr. 
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Cumberland County, ss.: 


Before me, William Lyon, Register for the Probate of Wills and 
Granting Letters of Administration. in and for the said County of Cum- 
berland, came John Reynolds and Alexander Peples, two of the subscrib- 
ing witnesses to the foregoing instrument of writing. and being duly 
sworn according to law, saith that they saw Jonathan Kearsley, the testator 
therein named, sign, seal, publish. pronounce and declare the same as and 
for his Jast will and testament. and at the time of his so doing he was of 
sound and disposing mind and memory, as they do believe, and that 
they wrote their names respectively to the sane as witnesses in the pres- 
ence of the testator and at his request, and in the presence of each other, 
and saw William Barr, the other subscribing witness, write his name in 
like manner. 

Joun ReyNotps, 
ALEXANDER PEPLES, 


Sworn and subscribed the goth day of December, 1782. 


INVENTORY OF JONATHAN KEARSLEY’S 


ESTATE. 
The inventory of his estate general, taken on the 20th 
day of January, 1783, amounted to....... 00.20.00 ee eee £178 xs 6d 
The inventory of credits that were considered good, with 
cash on hand, taken at same time. amounted to...... -. £277, 14s gi4d 


The inventory of medicines and shop furniture, giving de- 
tails of vials, filed March sth, 1783, amounted to........ £ 19 ws urd 


These inventories show that Jonathan Kearsley was either a merchant, 
keeping a general store, from the list of items in the inventory of articles 
on hand, or else he kept a large stock of sundry articles on hand for 
family use. He niust have certainly kept a drug-store, as complete as 
any that could have existed at that time, judging by the list of medicines 
included in the appraisement, as well as the shop furniture, as made up 
by Lemuel Gustine. a practitioner of physic and surgery, residing and 
practicing in Carlisle. 

The earliest record that we can find of Jonathan Kearsley at Car- 
jisle is found in the shop books of John Agnew, Esquire, a merchant of that 
Place, in which we find an account with Jonathan Kearsley, “town,” in- 
dicating that he was a resident of Carlisle at the time, and this account 
begins November 17th, 176r, covering sundries to himself and wife, and 
runs to March t2th, 1776, with an entry showing that it was carried Over to 
anew ledger. This cannot be found. 

This account book is in the possession of C. P. Humrich, 
at-law, of Carlisle. 

Jonathan Kearsley, given in taxable list of Carliste, in 1762, at £1 6s od. 
He is not included in the list of slave owners in Cumberland County. 


an attorney. 
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In the list of lot owners in Carlisle, in 1763, returned by Col. Jolin 
Armstrong, deputy surveyor for the county, Jonathan Kearsley is given 
as owner of lot No. 230, which is located just north of the county jail, at 
the southwest corner of East Lowther and North Bedford streets. The 
lot was 60 feet on Lowther street and 240 fect on Bedford strect, and 
at a later day, in connection with fot 222, adjoining on the west, became 
the property of the German Lutheran Church of the borough of Car- 
lisle, and on which their church building was erected about the year 1800, 
and used continuously until the summer of 1899, when they removed to a 
new location, 


WILL OF JANE KEARSLEY, 
(Widow of Jonathan Kearsley.) 


In the name of God, Amen. I, Jane Kearsley. of the town of Ship- 
pensburg, in the county of Cumberland, and state of Pennsylvania, widow, 
being very sick in body. but in perfect, sound and disposing mind and 
memory, thanks be to God therefor, and calling to mind the mortality of 
my body, do make this my last will and testament, as follows, namely :— 


It is my will, and I do order in the first place, that my funeral charges 
and debts justly chargeable on my estate be fully paid by my executors, 
as soon as may be after my decease, 

I give and bequeath to my sons, John Kearsley and Samuel Kearsley, 
and my daughters, Elizabeth Cooper, Margaret Henderson. Mary Rogers 
and Rebecca McComb, the sum of one shilling, sterling. each, 
the said Samuel Kearsley and Matthew Henderson, my son-in-law, 
having been appointed executors of the last will and testament of John 
Kearsley, my late husband, being responsible to my executors hereinafter 
named for all the moneys that shall, on a full and fair settlement, be found 
in their hands respectively belonging to the estate of my said husband, and 
by him willed and bequeathed to me. 

I give and bequeath to my daughter, Jane Woods, the house and lot 
in Shippensburg wherein I now dwell, during her widowhood, 

I also give and bequeath to my said daughter Jane the remainder of 
the term of service of Esther Welsh, an indented servant girl; also a milk 
cow; a corner cupboard; all my medicine and my shop furniture here; 
one-half of all my books, and my bed. provided she relinquish her right 
of a bed to my daughter, Rebecca McComb, now in her possession; pro- 
vided, also, that in consideration of the above bequests to my daughter 
Jane, she release to my son Jonathan the sum of twelve pounds she had 
lent him. 

I give and devise to my said son, Jonathan Kearsley, all my lands in 
Tuscarora Valley, now in Mifflin County, to hold to him, the said Jonathan 
Kearsley, his heirs and assigns, forever. 
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I also give and bequeath to my said son Jonathan all the moneys 
due and owing to me whatsoever, as also the medicine chest of drawers now 
in his possession. and the other half of my books, including one entitled, 
“The Truly Blessed Man.” 

And at the marriage or death of my said daughter Jane I give and 
devise the aforesaid house and lot in Shippensburg equally to and between 
my grandchildren, Andrew Woods and Jane Woods, to hold to them the 
said Andrew and Jane and their respective heirs and assigns, forever, as 
tenants in common. 

I also give to her, my said granddaughter, all other, my household 
furniture, except what is herein otherwise, bequeathed, provided always, 
nevertheless, and it is my will that the estate hereby given and bequeathed 
to my danghter, Jane Woods, and the reversion thereof to my grand- 
children, aforesaid, shall be chargeable with the payment of all and every 
debt and debts which may be due and payable to my son, John Kearsley, 
out of the estate of Jonathan Kearsley, my late husband aforesaid. and out 
of my own estate. And that the same estate hereby given and bequeathed 
to my said daughter Jane, and the reversion thereof to my said grand- 
children, shall be also chargeable with the payment of one-half of any 
debt which may be due on settlement by the estate of my said husband 
to the estate of Daniel Wister, of Philadelphia. And that the estate 
hereby given and devised to my son, Jonathan Kearsley, shall be chargeable 
with the payment of all other debts which may be due and payable to any 
other person or persons, whatsoever, out of the estate of my said late 
husband and out of my own estate, including the other half of any debt 
which may be due on settlement by the estate of my said late husband 
to the estate of Daniel Wister aforesaid. 

If any balance should be found due to me from my son-in-law, Wil- 
liam McComb, on a settlement, I do hereby refease the same to him. 

I give and bequeath to my daughter, Mary Rogers, a taffety cloake, 
a blue cotton gown, and a callicoe single wrapper, 

I give and bequeath to my daughter, Rebecca McComb, a yelvet 
cloake, black crepe gown, and a bonnet. And the remainder of my wearing 
apparel I give and bequeath to my daughter, Jane Woods, for the use of 
herself and children. 

I give to my grandson, John Cooper, a small red trunk. 

And I do by these presents nominate, constitute and appoint my son- 
in-law, Matthew Henderson, and my son, Jonathan Kearsley, to be execu- 
tors of this my last will and testament, hereby utterly revoking and disan- 
nuling all other wills and testaments by me in any wise heretofore made. 


In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal the —— 


day of November, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety. 


(Signed) Jane Kearstey. (Seal. ) 
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Signed, sealed. published. pronounced and declared by the said Jane 
Kearsley as and for her last will and testament, in the presence of us, 
who have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses, in the presence and 
at the request of the said testatrix and in the presence of each other. 


JouN Simpson, 
WILttaM Cowan, 
J. A. Ketso. 


Cumberland County, ss.: 

Before me, George Kline, Esq., Register for the Probate of Wills and 
Granting Letters of Administration in and for the County of Cumberland, 
personally apepared William Cowan. one of the subscribing witnesses to 
the instrument of writing to which this is annexed, and being duly sworn, 
according to law, deposes and saith that he saw Jane Kearsley, the testatrix 
in the same instrument named. sign, seal, publish. pronounce and declare 
the same as and for her last will and testament: that at the time of her 
so doing the said Jane Kearsley was of sound and disposing mind and 
memory; that he wrote his name thereto as a witness at the request of 
the testatrix and in her presnee, and that the names of John Simpson 
and J, A. Kelso. the other subscribing witnesses were wrote at the same 
time and in his presence; and at the request of the testatrix. and in the 


presence of each other. : 
(Signed) WHuLttam Cowan, 


Sworn and subscribed, August 25th, 1801, before me, 
GeorcE Kring, Register. 


Cumberland County, ss.: 


Before me, George Kline, Esq., Register for the Probate of Wills and 
Granting Letters of Administration in and for said county, personally ap- 
peared John Simpson, one of the subscribing witnesses to the instrument 
of writing to which this is annexed, and who being duly sworn, according 
to law, deposes and saith that he saw Jane Kearsley. the testatrix in the 
same instrument named. sign, seal, pubtish. pronounce and declare the 
same as and for her last will and testament, and at the time of her so 
doing she was of sound and disposing mind and memory; that he wrote 
his name therto as a witness at the request of the testatrix and in her 
presence, and further saith that William Cowan and James Kelso, the 
other subscribing witnesses, signed at the same time, all in the presence 


of each other. ) 
(Signed) JoHn Simpson. 


Sworn and subscribed the 31st of May, 1802, before 


GeorcE Kutne, Register! 
Proven 31st.of May, 1802. 
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THE DEED RECORD OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
DISCLOSES 


ist. Deed, Jonathan Kearsley, merchant, of Carlisle, Cumberland 
County, Pa., and his wife Jane, to John Kearsley, landholder of West 
Pensboro Township, Cumberland County, Pa. Dated September 16th, 
1766. Acknowlcdged September 17th, 1766, before Wm. Lyon, Esq., and 
recorded November 5th, 1776, Book E. page 50. This deed transfers a 
tract of land in Fannet Township, then in Cumberland County, now Frank- 
lin County, said to contain 300 acres and seven perches, said to adjoin 
other tand of Jonathan Kearsley. 

ad. Deed, John Kearsley. of Shepherdstown, Berkeley County, Vir- 
ginia, shop-keeper, and Agnes, his wife. to Matthew Henderson, of the town 
of Shippensburg, Cumberland County. Pa., dated August §th, 1776, acknowl- 
edged October 315t, 1776, before John Agnew, Esq., a justice of the peace, 
and recorded November 6th, 1776, in Book E, page 51. This deed refers to 
and is for the above tract of land, the warrant for the survey of which 
it says was granted to jonathan Kearsley on the first or second day of 
June, 1762, and that it contains jot acres and the usual allowance. 

3d. Release of Samucl Kearsley, of Millford Township, Cumberland 
County, (now in Juniata or Mifflin County), yeoman, to Matthew Hen- 
derson, of Shippensburg, Pa., of all his rights to warrant of December 28th, 
1762, for 100 acres in Fannet Township adjoining the land of Jonathan 
Kearsley, subject to purchase money and quit rents, ete. Dated August 31st, 
1776; recorded November 7th, 1776, in Book E, page 53. 

4th. Deed, Jonathan Kearsley, of town of Carlisle, Cumberland Coun- 
ty, Pa., shop-keeper, and Jane, his wife. to William Miler, of Tyrone 
Township, Cumberland County. Pa. (now Perry County, Pa.), dated July 
26th, 1771, acknowledged the same day before Matthew Henderson, recorded 
June 8th, 1790, in Book I, page 280. This deed refers to a tract of land 
in Tyrone Township containing 105 acres and nine perches and allowance, 
granted by warrant of July 24th, 1763. to Jonathan Kearsley. 

sth. Deed. (Rev.) Robert Cooper, of Shippensburg, Cumberland 
County, Pa.. to Jonathan Kearsley, of town of Carlisle, Pa., shop-keeper, 
releases right to tract of land in Tuscarora Valley, Cumberland County 
(now Juniata County), of 147 acres and 33 perches, obtained by him on 
order of survey No. 4320, dated August 24th, 1767. The release is dated 
May tst, 1771, acknowledged same day before Matthew Henderson, re- 
corded Junc 13th, 1793, in Book K, page 483. 

6th. Letter of Attorney, Jane Kearsley, of the town of Shippensburg, 
Cumberland County Pa., widow and relict of Jonathan Kearsley, deceased, 


makes and appoints Jonathan Kearsley, of the County of Franklin, State: 


of Pennsylvania, Doctor of Physic, her lawful attorney “to sell or lease 
all the Jands and pieces of lands lying in Tuscarora Valley which was left 
me by my aforesaid deccased husband,” and do other lawful acts, ete. 
Dated May 28th, 1793; acknowledged June t2th. 1793, before James Lowry, 
of Cumberland County, and reeorded June 13th, 1793, Book K, page 482. 


oy aI part 
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We find Jonathan Kearsley given in the Assessment Lists of Carlisle, 
as the owner of a lot, horses, cows (and sheep some years), from 1764 
continuously to 1779, when he drops out of Carlisle Assessments and 
again appears in 1781 and 1782 as the owner of a lot, horse and cows in the 
Assessment List of Hopewell Township, which then included Shippens- 
burg, and in 1783 Jane Kearsley is assessed in Shippensburg as owning a 
lot, horse and cow, doubtless the property Jeft to her by Jonathan at his 
death in 1782. 

This shows that Jonathan Kearsley resided at Carlisle, from the earliest 
date we can find record of him there in 1761, down to 1779-1780, when he 
removed to Shippensburg. Pa. 

In the Colonial Records we find a letter from prominent citizens of 
Carlisle to the Committee of Safety recommending Dr. Jonathan Kearsley 
as a competent person to manufacture saltpetre, and also a fetter from 
Jonathan Kearsley to the said Committee of Safety, setting forth his ina- 
bility to produce larger quantities and inquiring if they knew of any new 
process which might be in use in Virginia (where saltpetre was likewise 
being made) unknown to him which would increase his output. 

From this it would seem that he was a chemist of high standing at that 
period, as the inventory of his drug store furniture and supplies confirms. 


I 
ELIZABETH KEARSLEY First child of Jonathan and Jane 
Kearsley, was born November 
married 19, 1743, and died October 8, 
1829, aged 86 years. 
Rev. DR. ROBT. COOPER, born 1732. Died April 5, 1805, 
aged 73 years. 


Their children were: 


1. Ason Died in infancy. 

2. Jane Married Mr. Samuel Nicholson. 
3. Elizabeth Married Rev. Isaac Grier. 

4. John Married Jane Kearsley, daugh- 


ter of Captain Samuel Kearsley, 
of Harrisburg, Pa. (his cousin). 
He studied for the ministry but 
poor health caused him to give 
up the study before licensure. 
Regaining health he taught 
school for more than 30 years. 
In 1839 he removed to Peoria, 
Ills., to the home of one of his 
sons, where he died in 1848, in 
his 73d year. 
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I 
Children of Elizabeth Cooper and Rev. Isaac Grier, were: 
1. Robert Cooper Grier, Justice of U. S. Supreme Court. 
2. Rev. Isaac Grier, Mifflinburg, Pa. 


In the “Annals of the American Pulpit,” Vol, IIT. by Rev. William B. 
Sprague, D.D., published by Robert Carter & Bros., of New York, 1860, 
there is a sketch of Dr. Robert Cooper, as follows :— 

“Rey. Robert Cooper, D.D., was born in the north of Ireland, about 
1732. Came to America with his mother and two sisters in 1741, when 
he was nine years old. By manual labor secured means for schooling. 
Prepared for college under Rev. Mr. Roan. Entered the College of New 
Jersey, and graduated September, 1763. 

“Studied theology under Rev. Mr. Roan and Dr. George Duffield, of 
Carlisle. Licensed by the Presbytery of Carlisle February 22d, 1763. Called 
to Middle Spring Church (near Shippensburg) June 18th, 1763. where 
he was ordained and installed November 21st, 1765. 

“Served this church with great success 31 years, preaching to a con- 
gregation which censely filled the large stone church. 

“In these labors of love he found a most efficient coadjutor in his 
excellent wife, who was accustomed to accompany him in his parochial 
visits. 

“The degree of D. D. was bestowed by Dickenson College in 1792. 

“On account of poor health he resigned his charge and was relieved 
April lath, 1797. 

“Dr. Cooper about 1764 or 1765 married Elizabeth, eldest child of 
Jonathan and Jane Kearsley, then of Carlisle, Pa. 

“Dr. Cooper’s personal appearance either in or out of the pulpit was 
not commanding. He was low jn stature and of a thin, spare habit. His 
face considerably resembled a print of melancholy, which jis given in 
Lavater’s work on physiognomy. This sadness of countenance was un- 
douhtedly an index to that peculiar habit of mind, which subjected him to 
such serious inconvenience and Occasioned a premature separation from 
his peopie. (Rev. John Moody, D.D., Shippensburg, Pa., January 18th, 
1850.) 

“Dr. Cooper had a remarkably strong mind. Was a divine of great 
judiciousness and worth. 

“He was a zealous Whig during and after the revolution. 


“He was a more than ordinary popular preacher, Wrote his. ser- 
‘mons but used neither manuscript nor notes in the pulpit. 


“Dr. Cooper died April 5th, 1805, in the 73 year of his age.” 
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REV. C. P. WING’S HISTORY OF CUMBERLAND 
COUNTY, 


Published by James D. Scott, 439 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, 1879, 
page 242, says: 


Among those who volunteered in defense of their rights was their 
worthy, patriotic pastor. Rev. Robert Cooper, whose zeal and eloquence 
did much to arouse the people of his locality to a sense of their con- 
dition. 

This brave man was not content with advising his congregation to 
go forth in defense of their rights, but he accompanied them to the front, 
and when failing health compelled him to resign his commission, he said 
in his letter tendering his resignation: 


“I hore arms, marched and countermarched through the Jerseys on 
foot, so long as I was able, and stood in line of battle at Trenton.” 

About the year 1813 Mr. John Cooper, only surviving son of the 
Rey. Robt. Cooper, established an academy at Hopewell Township, on 
the road leading from Shippensburg to Newburg, at which he prepared: 
young men for college, 


Mr. Cooper enjoyed the reputation of being one of the best linguists 
of his time and was peculiarly fitred for the successful discharge of the 
duties of his profession. 

This schoo! was continued with but very little intermission from 1810 
to 1832, a period of 22 years, during which he turned out a number of 
young men who subsequently became eminent in the learned professions. 


After closing the Hopewell school Mr. Cooper opened one of a similar 
character in Shippensburg. but his hopes were not realized and the under- 
taking was soon abandoned. 

In 1839 he removed with his family to Peoria, Ill., where he died some 
two years later. 


In same volume, page 152, it appears that he was a graduate of Diekin- 
son College, and that among others who attended the Hopewell Academy 
which he founded were Rev. Samuel A. McCoskry, Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the Diocese of Michigan, Hon: Henry M. Watt, late 
minister of the United States to the court of Austria, and Rev. Alfred 
Nevin, D.D., LL.D., of Philadelephia. : 
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(Judge) JOHN KEARSLEY, of Shepherdstown, Va., second 


bo 


Ath dw 


Margaret Stewart. 


‘married 
NANCY MORROW, 


who died Oct. 16th, 1801. 


child of Jonathan and Jane 
Kearsley, was born October 
2oth, 1745, died in Philadelphia, 
Pa., June 26th, 1819, aged 74 
years. He was buried in the 
graveyard at 4th and Pine Sts. 
A stone was put at this grave by 
Dr. John Kearsley Mitchell 
(1792-1858), but the stone can- 
not now be found or is not legi- 
ble. 


The children of the above were: 


Sarah Morrow Kearsley, 


. Elizabeth Kearsley, 


Jane Kearsley, 
Margaret Kearsley, 


. Daughter, 
. Eleanor Mark Kearsley; 


. Jonathan Kearsley, 


Married Joseph Riddle, Septem- 
ber 13th, 1789; died April 2gth, 
1810. Joseph Riddie died May 
30th, 1844. 

Married Alexander Mitchell, 
M.D., of Ayrshire, Scotland. 
Married Mr. Sanderson. 
Married Rev. John Mines. 
Married Mr. Cooper. 

Married Dr. Samuel J. Cramer. 
Lived and died at Charlestown, 
W. Va. 

Born Nov. 21st, 1778. Died 
Dec. 21st, 1852. Buried at 
Charlestown, W. Va. Married 
Anna Humphreys, daughter of 
David Humphreys, of Pennsyl- 
vania. She died in 1858. 


Notr.—Judge John Kearsley twice married; second wife being Mrs. 


Born December 8th, 1774; died November 23d, 1849, 


at Fruitland, near Charlestown, W. Va. Buried at Shepherdstown. 
Note.—The Record of Deed Transfers, page 16, gives name of wife as 


Agnes Morrow. 


Inquiry among the old Scotch-Irish residents of Cumber- 


land County elicits the information that Nancy is a nickname for Agnes; 
therefore the name ts correct in both places. 
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The will of Judge Jolin Kearsley. recorded July 26th, 1819. at Charles- 
town, W. Va., states the following bequests: 

To my sister, Elizabeth Cooper, $100.00. In case of her death to her 
widowed daughter. Mrs. Elizabeth Grier. 

To my nephew, John Cooper, $100.00. 

To my son-in-law, Dr. S. J. Cramer, eight shares Turnpike Stock. 

To my nephew, Andrew Woods, my sword-cane. 

To my sister, Jane Woods. my silver snuff-hox. 

To my beloved grandson. John Kearsley Mitchell, $200.00. 

To my brother Samuel, $100.00. 

To my adopted niece, Margaret K. Rowan, $500.00. 

The remainder of the estate is left to his daughters. Jane Sanderson, 
Margaret Mines, Eleanor Cramer, his son Jonathan, and son-in-law Joseph 
Riddle. 


4 

From a book entitled, “History of Lower Shenandoah Valley,” on 
file at the Congressional Library. Washington. D. C., we learn that John 
Kearsley was a Justice of the Peace in 1789. Was afterwards Postmaster 
at Martinsburg, Va. and in 1802 ran for Congress in the district that in- 
cluded in Berkeley County. 

John Kearsley. a magistrate and Presbyterian elder, was present with 
Gen. Gates and Gen. Darke when Rumsey ran the first steamboat that was 
ever invented, on the Potomac, on December 3d, 1787. 

John Kearsley was elected President of the Board of Trustees of town 
of Shepherdstown. in 1795. 

Jefferson County, Va., was cut from Berkeley County, in 1801. The 
records of the first day’s proceedings of Jefferson County Court show a 
commission from James Monroe, Governor of Virginia, appointing John 
Kearsley, John Briscoe, Richard Baylor, and other members of said Court. 
These records all through the book are ail signed “John Kearsley,” and from 
this office he took the title of “Judge.” 


The following is a copy of a letter written by Judge John Kearsley, 
to his sister, Mrs. Margaret Henderson, addressed as follows, ete. : 
Shepherdstown. Va., March 9th. Paid 124. 

Mrs. Margaret Henderson, 
Near the Postoffice at Centre Furnace, 
Centre County, Pa. 

Postage paid. 

Shepherdstown, Va., 9th March, 1819. 
Dear Sister: 

This just informs you that I arrived safely at home on the fourth 
day after I left you, and by the goodness of God, found all well. Since 
that time I have been much entangled in settling up a partnership business. 
to prepare the way for dismissing a young man, whom I had taken in as a 


Rien ip ten cee mans 
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partner, which may be placed on the list of errors, as it proved very dis- 
advantageous to me. These circumstances have deprived me of time for 
an epistolary correspondence with my friends, and even now, I am able 
to devote but 2 small portion to that desirable purpose. 

When at any time (alas how seldom) we are enabled to detach our- 
selves from a solicitous concern about the perishing trifles of a day, and to 
realize the infinitely important concerns of that vast Eternal World, where 
we shall presently take up our unchangeatile residence. it becomes matter 
of astonishment that the tremendous realities of the crumbling verge on 
which we stand, and the awful solemnities of the judgment hovering over 
the descent. should at any time, for one hour, absent themselves from our 
wakeful reflegtions. 

My dear sister, you and I have but little time to calculate upon. Let us: 
give all diligence to make our calling sure. It is very uncomfortable to 
live in a state of uncertainty, and must be inconceivably awful to die in 
that state. If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Tt is the latter that 
gives us assurance of the former. Secret prayer is the life of the soul. 
and would be well for us, when we enter into our closet, to use every 


‘effort to place the blessed, precious Mediator and Saviour of sinners im- 


mediately before us, in the very same room. Then shall we not pray to 
an absent God, but get close up to the dear Redeemer, who never turned 
away the suit of any. Who spake a parable to this end, that men ought 
always to pray and not faint. 

As President of the Bible Society here, it is made a Part-of my duty to 
disseminate useful pamphlets. I forward one to my friendly nephew, 
Jonathan. You will all have the reading of it. I can only add, that my wife 
desires an affectionate remembrance to you and the children, Jane. Eliza 
and Jonathan. In all which I beg leave to join, and may the blessing of 
Him that dwelt in the bush, be the portion of your hope. 


Mrs. Henderson. Thy brother, J. Kearsley. 
_ Note.—This letter is in possession of Mr. G. T. Kearsley, of Radford, 
Virginia. ‘ 





SARAH MORROW 


KEARSLEY, First child of Judge John Kears- 
ley and Nancy Kearsley, No 
record of her birth. Married 
Joseph Riddle, September 13, 
1789, and died April 24, and liv- 
ed in Richmond, Va., where she 
1s supposed to be buried. Joseph 
Riddle died May 30, 1884. 
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Their children were: 
1. Nancy Riddle, Born 1791; died 1882; married 

Dr. Geo. Watson, of Richmond, 
Va., who died in 1854. Their 
children were: 

1. Elizabeth Shelton Died 1864. 

Watson, 

2. Sally Kearsley Watson, Married Judge Alexander Rives, 

of Albemarie County, Va. 





3. Annie Riddle Watson, Died in infancy. 
4. Julia Maria, Married Richard O. Morris, of 
Louisa County, Va. 
5. Caroline Homassel,. Married Benjamin Johnson Bar- 
beur, of Orange Co., Va. 
6. Mary Minor, Died in infancy. 
7. Anne Virginia, Married Robert S. Archer, of 
Richmond, Va. 
8. Thomas Nelson, Died in 1874. 
g. Ellen Francis, Died in infancy. 
10. Daniel Shelton, Married Kathleen Anderson. 
She died in 1863. He died in 
1894. One child, George Wat- 
son, dead. 
2. Maria Riddle, Died in 1794. 
3. James Dall Riddle, Died in 1825. 
4. Eliza Mitchell Riddle, Died in 1879. 
5. John Adams Riddle, Married Susan Tahb, of Glou- 
cester County, Va. Died in 
1823. 
6. Julia Maria Riddle, Married Dr. Thomas Nelson, of 
Richmond, Va. Died in 1870. 
7. Jane Riddle, Married Mr. Payne, of Missis- 


sippi. Died in 1885. Had one 
child, Julia, who married W. B. 
Street. of Arkansas, and their 


children were, Garland, William, 
Bruce. 
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8. Robert Riddle, 
g. Susan Arianna Riddle, 


Their children were: 
Josephine, 


Sarah Elizabeth, 


Bessie, 


to. Joseph Riddle, 


II 


Married in Mississippi. Had 
one child, Eugene. 

Married Dr. W. A. Selden, of 
Charles City, Co., Va. 


_ Married J. H. Lowndes, of Bal- 


timore, Md. 

Married R. H. Strother, of Rich- 
mond, Va., and their son Thom- 
as Nelson married Emily Viele, 
and their children were Emily 
Nelson Strother, Therese 
Strother. 

Married John Wright, of Cali- 
fornia, and their children were 
Sarah, John, Elizabeth. 

Died 1843. 


The children of JULIA MARIA WATSON and Richard O. 


Morris were as follows: 


1. Anne Watson Barbour Mor- 


ris 


1. Morris, 
2. Julian Watson, 
3. Joseph Reed. 
4. Calvert Allen. 
5. George Watson. 
6. William. 
2. George Watson Morris 


1. Sally Rives. 

2. George Watson. 

3. Susan. 

4. James Pleasants. 
3- James Maury Morris 


Married Joseph A. Anderson, of 
Richmond, Va. Their children 
were: 

Died 1892. 

Died 1883. 


Married Constance Morris. 
Their children were: 


Married Susan Mortis. 
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4. Frank C. Morris Married Julia M. Armstrong. 


Their children were Edmond 
Armstrong, James Maury. 

5. Thos. Nelson Watson Morris. 

6. William Morris. 

7. Richard Overton Morris. 


8. Julian Morris. Married Sally Lindsay Walker. 


The children of CAROLINE HOMASSEL WATSON and 
Benjamin Johnson Barbour were as follows: 


. James Barbour. 

. Anne Watson Barbour. 

. George Watson Barbour. 

. Benjamin Johnson Barbour. 

. Thomas Barbour. 

. Lucy Cornelia Barbour. 

. George Watson Barbour (a2d.) 

. Caroline Homassel Barbour, Married Dr. T. H. Eliis, of Am- 
herst County, Va. 


ON Aw toh w 


9. William Collins Barbour. 


10. Elise Collins Barbour. Married James C. Graves, of 
Orange County, Va. Their chil- 
dren were: 

1. Preston, Died. 
2. Caroline Homassel. 
3. Martha. 


4. James Barbour. 


The children of LUCY CORNELIA BARBOUR and Dr. 
W. G. Christian, of University of Virginia, were as follows: 
1. George Watson Christian. 
2. Margaret Dunscombe Chris- 
tian. 
3. Caroline Homassel Barbour 
Christian. 
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The children of ANNE VIRGINIA WATSON and Robert 
S. Archer, of Richniond, Va., were as follows: 


I. Anne Watson Archer. 
2. George Watson Archer, Married Mary C. Pratt, of Mis- 
souri. One child, Robert Sam- 
uel. 
3. Robert Archer, Died 1804. 
4. Fanny Williamson Archer, Married Andrew H. Christian. 
Their children are: 
1. Archer. 
2. Andrew Dunscombe. 
3. Virginia Watson. 

5. Virginia Riddle Archer. 


ELIZABETH KEARSLEY, Second child of Judge John 
Kearsley and his wife, Nancy, 
married Dr. Alexander Mitchell, 
of Ayrshire, Scotland, who emi- 
grated to America abouts1785 or 
6. She died April 20, 1797. 
Their only child, 

Dr. John Kearsley Mitchell, © Was born May 9, 1792. Died 
April 4, 1858. He married, in 
1822, Sarah Matilda, daughter 
of Alexander IJenry, £sq., of 
Philadelphia. 

Dr. J. K. Mitchell was Prof. of 
Theory and Practice of Medicine 
in Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia. 

His children were as follows: 

1. Alexander Henry Mitchell, Born May 12, 1823; died, single, 

May 10, 1839. 

Born Jan. 14, 1825; died, single, 

May 19, 1874. 


2. Elizabeth Kearsley Mitchell, 


JONATHAN AND JANE KEARSLEY«: 27 


II 


3. Silas Weir Mitchell (M.D), Born Feb. 15, 1829; married first 
Sept. 30, 1858, to Mary Middle- 
ton, only daughter of Alfred 
Langdon Elwyn, Esq. She died 
September, 1862. Their chil- 
dren were: 

1. John Kearsley Mitchell, Born July 13, 1859: married 
Anne Keppele, Feb. ra, 1890, 
daughter of John Williams, Esq. 
Issue, Mary Middleton, Feb. 14, 
1894. Sara Worthington, July 
6, 1896. 

2. Alfred Langdon Elwyn 

Mitchell, Born Feb. 17, 1862; married in 
London, Nov. 9, 1891, Marion, 
daughter of Joseph Lea, Esq. 
Issue, Weir Mitchell, Valentine 
Mitchell (daughter)., 

S. Weir Mitchell, Married second time, June 23, 
1875, to Mary Cadwalader, sec- 
ond daughter of Gen. Thomas 
Cadwalader. 

Issue, one child, Marie Gouvern- 
eur, born March ar, 1876; died 
Jan. 24, 1898, unmarried. 


4. John Henry Mitchell, Born Sept. 18, 1837; died April 


25, 1846. 

5. Sara Matilda Mitchell, Born March 2, 1831; married 
Nov. 28, 1848, to William Neil- 
son, Esq. 

Issue, Robert, George, Milly, 
Lucy. 


6. Letitia Henry Mitchell, Born Aug. 11, 1832: married 


Oct. 20, 1856, George L. Harri- 
son, Esq. 
Issue, Mitchell Harrison. 
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7. Robert Walsh Mitchell, Born April 25, 1836. Captain 
6th Penna. Cavalry. Retired in 
1864, Invalided. Died April 2, 
1872, in St. Kitts, West Indies. 

8. Nathanial Chapman Mitchell, Born Dec. 31, 1840. Lt. Col. 
15th JHinois Cavalry, and in 
1864 Colonel ist U. S. Colored 
Cavalry. Married Margaret, 
daughter of John Brinton. Esq. 
Issue, John Kearsley, Mary, 
and Elizabeth Kearsley. 

9. Edward Donaldson Mitchell, Born Nov., 1843 (6th son and 
gth child). Medical cadet U.S. 
A. Died of diphtheria contract- 
ed in service May 31, 1864; un- 
married. 


Dr. S. Weir Mitchell is the celebrated physician of Philadelphia, also 
famous as an author. 

He says in a letter dated March 2tst, 1900, that the two Drs. 
John Kearsley, of Philadelphia, uncle and nephew, came from the County 
Durham, England. That his father said that the other Kearsleys were 
from England. and came hither from Scotland, and were of one family 
with the Philadelphia Kearsleys; that he had evidence of this in papers 
destroyed in 1813. His small belongings were in charge of a Mr. Cald- 
weil, clerk of the U. S. Supreme Court, and were in his office at the 
Capitol at Washington, when the English burned it. : 


Note.—Captain Samuel Kearsley, in letter page 47, mentions Dr. 
J. K. Mitchell, of Philadelphia, having come to Harrisburg to see his wife 


during her last illness, in March, 1830, and mentions having written to 
the relatives in Virginia. 





3. JANE KEARSLEY, Third child of Judge Tekin 


Kearsley, and Nancy, his wife, 
married a Mr. Sanderson, and 
lived at Natchez, Miss. Noth- 


ing further is known of that 
branch. 
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4. MARGARET, Fourth child of Judge John 
married Kearsley, and his wife, Nancy. 
Rev. John Mines. Born, Died. Her daugh- 





ters, Elizabeth, Jane and Mrs. 
Ann K. Robinson, are buried at 
Shepherdstown, W. Va. 
A son, Rev. Flavel Scott Mines, 
died in California. His first sur- 
plice is preserved in his church, 
. in San Francisco, which he wore 
50 years ago. He was the au- 
thor of “Reasons for being a 
Churchman.” His first wife was 
a Miss Codoza, of Cuba. Mar- 
tha Mines married Mr. Camp- 
bell, of Palmyra, Mo. 
John Lewis Mines was by sec- 
ond wife of Rev. Jno Mines. 


5. DAUGHTER, Fifth child of Judge John Kears- 
ley and Nancy hus wife. No rec- 
ord of her. Family tradition 
states, she married a Mr. Coop- 
er. She was remembered by 
Eliza Sappington, 2d daugh- 
ter of Eleanor (No. 6), who 
spoke of her as “Aunt Cooper.” 


Mrs. Cooper lived at Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 


6. ELEANOR MARK, Sixth child of Judge John Kears- 


married ley, and Nancy, his wife, lived at 
Dr. Samuel J. Cramer, Charlestown, W. Va. She had 
five daughters who arrived at 
womanhood. 
r, Jane S., 


Married Thos. A. Moore; died, 
leaving two children. 





Zo THE DESCENDANTS! OF 


II 


1. Judge Saml. J.C. Moore. 

2. Jane C. Moore. 
Judge Moore’s first wife was 
Eleanor G. Scollay; died, leav- 
ing two children. 


1, ———_____ Died in infancy. 
2. Rev. S. Scollay Moore, Rector P. E. Church; Parkers- 
burg, W. Va. 


Judge Moore’s second wife was 
Ellen Kownslar. Children: 
Lawson B. Moore, M.D. 
Jane C. Moore. 
Annie L., Married W. S. Mott. 
Lyda K. 
Mary K., Married F. V. Tilford. 
Nora B. 
Jane C. Moore, Daughter of Thos. A. and Jane 
S. Moore, married + Jas. W. 
Campbell, leaving two children. 


AN AOD 


r. William P. 


2. Eleanor. 
Wm. P. Campbell married Mary 
Duke, g. g. grand-daughter of 
Matthew Woods (see Woods 
branch). 
22 Blizaae 


Daughter of Dr. S. J. Cramer 

and Eleanor, married Geo. W. 

Sappington. No children. 

3. Nancy. Daughter of same, single. 

4. Rebecca. Daughter of same, married E: 
P. Miller, leaving three children. 

1. Judge Thos. F. Miller, of Washington City, who left 
children: ' 
1. Frank. 


2. Rebecca. 


5. Eleanor B. Second wife of E. Pp. Miller; no 


children, 
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JONATHAN KEARSLEY, 


married 


ANNA HUMPHREYS, 


Their children were: 
1. ANN MARGARET, 


Their children were: 


ON AN Aw DH 


. Sarah Newton, 

. Thomas Lane, 

. Anna Humphreys, 

. Kearsley, 

. George Newton, 

. Ellen Tate, 

. Mary Elizabeth, 

. George Humphreys, 


Sarah Newton Carter, 


Their children were: 


NE AM AW WH 


. Katherine Anna. 

. Marcellus Carter. 
. Myra, 

. George, 

. Ellen, 

. Sally, 

- Thomas Kearsley.. 


Marcellus C. Gallaher, 


3L 
II 


Seventh child of Judge John 
Kearsley and Nancy, his wife, 
was born Nov. 21, 1778; died 
Dee. 21, 1852; buried at Charles- 
town, W. Va. 

Daughter of David Humphreys, 
of Pennsylvania. She died 1858. 
Buried at Charlestown, W. Va. 


Born May 17, 1809; married Is. 
aac Newton Carter, and died in 
1849, at Fruitland Farm, Jeffer- 
son Cu., Va. 


Born Aug. 18, 1827. 
Born Feb. 2, 1830. 
Born Feb. 4, 1832. 
Born March 5, 1834. 
Born Dee. 22, 1836. 
Born July 5, 1839. 
Born March 2s, 1842. 
Born Aug. 3, 1846. 


Married Edward A. Gallaher, 
Dec. 17, 1856. 


Died in infancy, 
Died in infancy, 
Died in infancy. 
Died in infancy. 


Married Mattie McHenry, of 
Cumberland, Md., had a gon, 
Edward McHenry Gallaher. 
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Thomas Lane Carter, 


PF Qy x 


— 


RIOD Gor SN 


Anna, 
Eva, 
Needler Jennings, 


. Alice Margucrite. 


Palmer. 

Lilian. 

Thomas Lane. 
Cora Congreve. 


William Hodding. 


Congreve. 
Ellen Campbell. 
Lilian, 


Cora ConGreve, 


Anna Humphreys Carter, 


Kearsley Carter 


Aub wh 


- Douglass, 

. William Douglass. 
. Kearsley. 

. Drusilla R. 

. Lattimore D. 

. Stuart Robinson. 


Il 


Married Anna H. Jennings, of 
New Orleans, La., Sept. Lid 
1866. Their children were: 
Died in infancy. 

Died in infancy. 

Diced, aged 23 years, 


Sixth child of above, married 
Otto Beit, of London, England, 
Had two children, Theodore 
Hamilton, Alice Angela. 

Eighth child of above, married 
William E. Hall, of New Or- 
leans, La. Had daughter, Anna 
Margaret. 

Married Edmund H. Campbell, 
of Charlestown, W. Va., May 
12, 1858. Had two children, 
Fannie Coleman, Anna Kears- 
ley. 

Married Sally Rutherford Dou- 


glass, of Louisville, Ky. Their 
children were: 
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Wm. Douglass Carter, Second child of above, married 
Julia Wynne, of Birmingham, 
Ala. Their children were: FyI- 
lerbe Lucille, Sally Dougiass, 
Leniira. 

Kearsley Carter, Third child of above, married 
Lillian Prigmore, of Little Rock, 
Ark. Had one child, Dorothy 
Elliott. 

Drusilla R. Carter, Fourth child of above, married 
Thomas P. Langdon, of Balti- 
more, Md. Nochildren. 


George Newton Carter, Died in infancy. 

Ellen Tate Carter, Unmarried. 

Mary Elizabeth Carter, Married John L. Hoff, Chartes- 
town, W. Va. 


Their children were: 
1. Clara S. 

2. Ellen Carter. 

3- Anna Campbell, 
4. Bettie Beall. 


George Humphreys Carter, Killed in battle, Civil War, C. S. 
A. 


en ee 


2. JOHN! KEARSLEY, Second child of Jonathan and 


Anna Humphreys Kearsley, was 
born August 7, 1813.. While at 
college at Hanover, Ind., in 
1833, there met his cousin, Eliza 
Brice (daughter of Margaret 
Brice, who was daughter of Capt. 
Samuel Kearsley): died August 
8, 1877. Children, Jonathan 


Brice Kearsley, killed in Battle, 
1864, C.S, A 


married 


Eliza Brice. 


mh pinta 
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3. MAJOR GEO. W.T. 


KEARSLEY, 


married 


Rebecca Brown, May 30, 1849. 


i 


Third child of Jonathan and 
Anna H. Rearsley, and grand- 
son of Judge John Kearsley, of 
Shepherdstown, Va., was born 
January 15, 1819, living at 
Charleston, W. Va. He was en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuit when 
the war between the States be- 
gan, and on 22d day of April, 
1861, received by courier from 
Harpers Ferry, an appointment 
and commission as Major and 
Commissary of subsistance for 
the troops of the State of Vir- 
ginia, under the command of 
General Harper, said troops havy- 
ing captured the Armory and 
Government Works at that 
place the previous night. Gen. 
T. J. (Stonewall) Jackson then 
succecded General Harper, and 
General Joseph E. Johnson suc- 
ceeded Gen. Jackson, and the 
State troops being merged into 
the Confederate Army, Maj. 
Kearsley then received a com- 
mission as Major in thesConfed- 
erate Army, and remained on 
General Johnsons staff until the 
army fell back from Manassas 
Junction, when he was ordered 
to Gordonsville in charge of 
army supplies and for two years 
fed that army from Hanover 
Junction, and from there to half 
way station between Richmond 
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1, William Keys, 


2. Anna Humphreys, 


&. Rebecca M., 


2. Mary. 

3. Jennie K. 
3. Bettie F., 
4. George Tate, 


1. Imogen, Patton, 
2. Geo. W. T., Jr., 
3. Edward Patton, 
4. Rebecca, 


5. Jeannie Templeman, 


6. Elizabeth Forrest, 


II 


and Petersburg, and moved with 
the Confederate Army to the 
surrender at Appomattox. Chil- 
dren of Maj. G. W. T. Kears- 
ley, and Rebecca, his wife, are: 
Born Feb. 1, 1851; married Mat- 
tie R. Hill, Feb. 24, 1881. Chit- 
dren, William Keys, Jr., Born 
1872. 

Born July 6, 1852; married 
Geo. W. Lambright, March 26, 
1874. Children, three: 
Married D. M. Chambliss, have 
one child, Geo. Edward Cham- 
bliss. 


Died in infancy. 


Born Feb. 17, 1855; married 
Lily A. Patton, March 27, 1889, 
at Staunton, Va. Children: 
Born June 30, 1891. 

Born Sept. 29, 1892. 

Born March 16, 1896. 

Born Dec. 12, 1898. 

Born March 7, 1856; married T. 
M. Caldwell, Sept. 4, 1878. 
Children: George Kearsley, 
Hugh Milton, Thos. Templeton. 
Born Nov. 18, 1857; married J. 
J. Wysong, March 26, 1879. 
Children: Samuel Wright, 
George Kearsley, Agnes Rebec- 
ca, Elizabeth, Eleanor McC., 
William Smith, Anna Brice, 
John James, and Forrest Brown. 
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7. Meta Burnett, 


8. Agnes, 


9. Rebecca Ambler, 


to. Charles Brice, 


4: SAMUEL CRAMER 


II 


Born Feb. 12, 1859; married A. 
K. Selden, Nov. 5, 1879. Chil- 
dren: Andrew Kenneth, George 
Kearsley, and Anne Rebecca. 


Born Oct. 21, 1860; married H. 
H. Cooke, April 27, 1892. No 
children. 

Born Sept. 26, 1862; married 
H. H. Reese, Jan. 30, 1880. 
Children, Hubert Kearsley 
Reese, born April 21, 1891. 
Born Feb. 23, 1866, unmarried, 
resides Columbus, Ohio. 


KEARSLEY, Fourth child of Jonathan and 


Anna H. Kearsley, born Feb. 
11, 1828; died Dec. 28, 1878; 
married Leslie Thomson,. No 
children. 





a 


III 


MARGARET KEARSLEY, Third child of Jonathan and Jane 


Children of above were: 
1. Daniel, 


Kearsley, was born January 22, 
1748; died April 5, 1828, aged 80 
years; married at Carlisle, Pa., in 
1769, to Matthew Henderson 
(who was second son of Daniel 
Henderson, who lived and died 
in Chester Co., Pa., before Revo- 
lutionary War), Deputy Sur- 
veyor of Cumberland and 
Franklin Counties, Pa. 


1770-1803. Succeeded his father 
as Deputy Surveyor of Frank- 
lin County, Pa. Unmarried. 
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2, Jonathan, 1772-1833. Married Mrs. Elea- 
nor Capper, daughter of Edward 
Bartholomew, of Chester Co., 
Pa., late of Philadelphia, and 
studied jaw. Lived at Hunting- 
don, Pa., until 1806, then retired 
to farm in Centre Co., Pa., dying 
without issue. 
3. John (Dr.), 1774, died about 1848; married 
in 1800 to Margaret Jamison, of 
Elizabeth, Pa. She died in 1804. 
Married second wife, Elizabeth 
Allison, in 1811. She was the 
sixth daughter of Col. John Al- 
lison, of Greencastle, Pa. He 
was practicing physician of Hun- 
tingdon, Pa., with reputation 
and considerable landed prop- 
erty. 
1776-1817. Resided in Centre 
Co., Pa. Unmarried. 
Born Feb. 9, 1784, died March 
24, 1858: married first Mary 
Stewart, of York Co., Pa. Mar- 
ried second, his cousin, Sarah 
McComb, and resided near Co- 
lumbus, O., since 1817, 


Note.—This is another instance where cousins married, viz., Robert’ 


Cooper Henderson married Sarah McComb. John Kearsley married Eliza 
Brice. William Campbell married Mary Duke. 





4. Matthew, 


5. Robert Cooper, 


6. Samuel, 








Born » died 1793; unmar- 
ried. 

7. Lydia, Born » died 1801; unmar- 
ried. 

9. Eliza, Born 





, died ———; married 
Robert Hays, of Bellefont, Pa. 


pete se ny ere 
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10. Joseph, 


11. Isabella, 


Ilt 


Born about 1791, died ——, 
married first Jane McClay, of 
Union Co., Pa.; married second 
Margaret Isenberg, of Mifflin 
Co,, Pa. Received medical edu- 
cation. In 1812 engaged Regu- 
lar U. S. Army, under Captain's 
Commission, and engaged in 
battles of Chippewa Falls, of 
Niagara, and the storming of 
Fort Erie. In 1832 was elected 
member of Congress of U. S. 
from district of Center, Mifflin 
and Huntingdon Counties, and 
re-elected in 1834. Resided at 
Lanestown, Pa. 

1794-1871, married Rev. James 
Linn, of Bellefont, Pa. 


Children of DR. JOHN HENDERSON and his first wife, 


Margaret Jamison, were: 


1. Jamison, 
2. Daniel, 


1809-1823; unmarried. 
Born , died in infancy. 





Children of DR. JOHN HENDERSON and his second 


wife, Elizabeth Allison, were: 
1. Matthew Allison, 


2. Andrew Augustus, 


1814-1894. Married Margaret, 
daughter of Rev. Alex. Boyd, of 
Lock Haven, Pa. Practiced 
medicine at Lock Haven and 
was Surgeon in Civil War. 


1816-1875. Married Mary Vir- 
ginia, daughter of Dr. John 
Peace, of U. S. Navy. Gradu- 
ated in medicine at Jefferson 
College, Philadelphia, Pa. En- 


ee I TN TT 
fo A 


JONATHAN AND JANE KEARSLEY. 39 
180 

gaged in Geological Survey of 

Pennsylvania. Commissioned 


as Ass't Surgeon in U.S. Navy 
1841, as Surgeon in 1856, and 
Medical Director in 1871. Was 
in Everglades during Florida 
Indian War, present at storming 
of Forts on Canton River, 
China. On active duty ashore in 
Mexican War, and present at 
capture of New Orleans in 1862, 
and succeeding engagements on 
the Mississippi River. He was 
devoted to Natural Science, and 
an inventor of machinery. 


Nore.—The “‘Death-bed Memoirs” of Jonathan Kearsley, page 7, were 


in possession of Dr. A. A. Henderson, when he was on duty at Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, in 1874. 

















3. Jonathan, Born » died » unmar- 
ried. 

4. William Wilkins, Born , died in infancy. 

5. Robert Joseph, Born ——, died in early man: 
hood. 

6. William, Born , died » married 


Mary Church, lived at Lock 


Haven, Pa; died in early man- 
hood. 


Children of ROBERT COOPER HENDERSON and his 
wives, were as follows: 

First wife, Mary Stewart, of York County, Pa. 
I. Margaret, Born 1820, died 1845; unmar- 
ried. 
Born 1823, died 1893, in Perry 
Twp., Franklin Co., Ohio; mar- 
ried, had two daughters. For 
twelve years a college professor. 


2. John, 
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3. Joseph, 


Til 


Born 1824, died 1890; married, 
had ten children. 


Second wife, Sarah McComb, who was born July, 1807, died 
Jan. 4, 1846; married Oct. 15, 1829. Resided near Columbus, 


Ohio. Their children were: 
1. Jonathan, 

. Rebecca, 

. Mary. 

. William MeComb. 

. Matthew. 

Ellen. 

. Daniel, 


NAW AWD 


MARY HENDERSON, 


I. Mary. 
2. Joseph. 
3. Emily, 


WILLIAM McCOMB 


Died in infancy. 
Died in 1878, unmarried. 


Born 1842, died 1883; unmar- 
ried; served in Co. D 15th U.S. 
Infantry. 


Third child of Robert Cooper 
Henderson and Sarah McComb. 
Born 1832, died 1895; married 
Flanegin. Their children were: 


Resides at Champlain, Iit. 


HENDERSON, Fourth child of Robert Cooper 


MATTHEW HENDERSON, 


Henderson and Sarah McComb, 
born 1834, died Jan. 16, 1862. 
Graduated from Capital Univer- 
sity, Ohio. Fitted for service as 
missionary. Master of seven 
languages. Enlisted, 1861, Ser- 
geant Co. D sth U.S. Infantry. 


Fifth child of Robert Cooper 
Henderson and Sarah McComb, 
born Oct. 31, 1836; married; re- 
sides at No. 460 Oak street, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. His children are: 
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1. David Elmer, Born 1866, married, has two 
sons; resides at Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
with B. & O. Ry. 
2. Florence Eugenia, Married Paul Watkins, has three 
sons; resides at Winona, Minn. 


ELLEN HENDERSON, Sixth child of Robert Cooper 
Henderson and Sarah McComb, 
born 1839, died 1874; married, 
had two sons and three daugh- 
ters. 


Children of ELIZA HENDERSON and Robert Hays. 
were: 

1. William Wallace, Born 1822, died 1899; married 

Elizabeth, daughter of Dr. Wm. 

Magill, of Danville, Pa. Left one. 








daughter. 

2. Alfred Armstrong, Born » Married, lives in 
Missouri and has several chil- 
dren. 

3. Ellen, Born ——, died » unmar- 
ried. 


Children of JOSEPH HENDERSON and his wife Mar- 
garet Isenberg, were: 


(First wife left no children.) 
¥. James Linn, 





Born » Married twice, has 
several children. Practices med- 
icine at Osceola, Fla. 


Born » Married, has several 
children. Practices medicine at 
Phillipsburg, Pa. 

3. Joseph, Born ; Unmarried; lives in. 
Lewistown, Pa. 


2. William Baird, 
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Children of ISABELLA HENDERSON and James Linn, 


were; 
1. Margaret Henderson, 


Married William P. Wilson, of 
Bellefont, Pa. 


Children of MATTHEW ALLISON HENDERSON and 


his wife Margaret Boyd, were: 


1. A. Boyd, 
2. Anna, 
3. Mary, 


4. Margaret, 














Born ; Married, living in 
California. 
Born ; married, living in 
California. 
Born ; married, living in. 
California. 
Born ; married, living in 
California. 


Children of DR. ANDREW AUGUSTUS HENDERSON 
and his wife Mary Virginia Peace, were: 


1. John Augustus, 


2. George Andrew, 


3. Virginia, 


4. Robley Dunglison, 


Born 1853; unmarried. Gradu- 
ated as Mechanical Engineer, 
entered U.S. Navy in 1876, re- 
tired for physical incapacity in 
1884. Recalled to service at 
Navy department during late 
war with Spain; now resides near 
Lamont, Pa., on farm originally 
taken up cs, Matthew Hender- 
son in 1768 from John Penn, 
grandson of William Penn. 

Born 1855; unmarried, lives in 
Montana. 

Born 1859; married first Berke- 
ley Wolcott, of England, leaving 
one child, Henderson Wolcott. 
Married second, Richard F, 
Perkins; resides near Westches- 
ter, Pa. 

Born 1861, died 1864. 


. ‘ — 
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Children of WILLIAM JOHN HENDERSON and his 
wife Mary Church, were: : 


1. Daughter, Died in infancy. 

2. Wiliam Church, Born 1853, entered U.S. Army 
as Surgeon; resigned; died at 
Hermoselle, Mexico, of yellow 
fever. 


Page 252, Rev. C. P. Wing’s History of Cumberland County. 
CAPTAIN MATTIIEW HENDERSON. 


“A meeting of the inhabitants of Cumberland County was held at Car- 
liste on the 12th of July, 1774, at which large numbers from various por- 
tions of the county were in attendance, 


“There were about go representatives from Shippensburg, some of whom 
went to Carlisle on foot. 


“One of the committee appointed at that meeting, Dr. John Colhoon, 
was a resident of this place. 

“When the people began to find that war with the mother country was 
inevitable. and when at last. on the 17th of June, 1775, the reverberations 
of the British cannon were heard from Breeds and Bunker Hills, the hardy, 
resolute men of Cumberland County exhibited a spirit of which their 
descendants need never be ashamed. 


“One company was promptly raised in Shippensburg, by CAPTAIN 
MATTHEW HENDERSON. Captain Matthew Seott undertook to raise 
a company also but only partially succeeded. Captain Henderson’s com- 
pany numbered toq men. but the number raised by Captain Scott I have 
not been able to learn. The rolls of both companies have either been de- 
stroyed or lost. but that numbers of them were not members of the place 
must be clear and well known. A village of 500 or 600 inhabitants in a 
rural district could not have furnished so large a number of men. 

“It was said, however, by one who was a member of one of the organiza- 
tions, that there was scarcely an alle bodied man in the place who was 
not enrolled in one or the other of the organizations.” 

Matthew Henderson, just Prior to the Revolutionary War, was one of 
a company to start a cutlery factory at Shippensburg, under the direction 
of two Englishinen who had worked in cutlery factories in England. 

Matthew Henderson was a Deputy Surveyor in the County of Cum- 
berland and was the first County Surveyor of the County of Franklin, or- 
ganized about 1784; and in Franklin County Register’s office is the work of 
the first county Surveyor, a model of neatness and correctness unsurpassed 
in any county in the state. ; 
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CAPT. SAM’L KEARSLEY, 


matfried 


SARAH KIRKPATRICK, 


Children of above were: 
Jonathan, 


Margaret, 
Jane, 
Elizabeth, 


(Major) Jonathan, 


John, 
Ann, 


IV 


Fourth child of Jonathan and 
Jane Kearsley, was Captain in 
Revolutionary War, to whom 
General Washington presented 
the sword which he had worn at 
Braddock’s defeat. Captain 
Kearsley was born at Lancaster, 
Pa.. Sept. 15, 1750; died March 
22, 1830, at the home of Mr. 
John Cooper (husband of his 
daughter, Jane Kearsley) at 
Middle Spring, Pa., and is buried 
in the lower graveyard connect- 
ed with the Presbyterian church 
at that place. 


Born at Middletown, Dauphin 
Co., Pa., March 27, 1754: was 
married to Capt. Samuel Kears- 
ley, April, 1774, by Rev. John 
Roan, the New Side preacher of 
Derry, Pa. Died February 25, 
1826, and is buried at Paxton, 
Pa. (near Harrisburg). 


Born Jan. 19, 1775, died in in- 
fancy. 

Born Feb. 29, 1776, died May 
19, 1845; Mrs. Brice. 

Born Oct. 15. 1778, diced {no 
record); Mrs. Cooper. 

Born Nov. 12, 1780. died (no rec- 
ord); Mrs. McKee. 

Born Aug. 20, 1786, died Aug. 
31, 1859; buried at Detroit, 
Mich. 


Born Sept. 13, 1788, died (no 
record), 

Born Jan. 15. 1790, died (no rec- 
ord); Mrs. Sedgwick. 
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i THE SWORD OF WASHINGTON. 
In the dark days at Valley Forge, Captain Samuel Kearsley and his 
estimable wife provided the soldiers with flour and meat to the extent 


of their means. The charitable act coming to the ears of Washington 
touched his great heart. The commander-in-chief ordered the troops 
paraded at headquarters, and cajling Captain Kearsley to the front com- 
mended him for his meritorious services as an officer and his philanthropic 
efforts for the relief of the soldiers, and presented him with his (Washing- 
ton’s) own sword. 

It is a sharp, three-edged French rapier, which Washington wore at 
Braddock’s defeat, 1755, and upon which is engraved: 

“Draw me not without reason; Sheath me not without honor.” 

The scabbard having been lost, Captain Kearsley converted the 

sword into a sword-cane, substituting 2 portion of the antler of a deer ‘of 
his own killing for the hilt. 

The precious relic descended to Major Jonathan Kearsley and is now 


in the possession of his son, Major Edmund Roberts Kearsley, of Bucyrus, 
Ohio. 


Captain Samuel Kearsley's grave is beside that of Rev. Robert Cooper; 
D.D., and is marked by a marble headstone upon which is inscribed: 


“Interred here 
Is the body of Captain Samuel Kearsley, 

A veteran of the revolution which produced the independence 

of America; 
Who departed this life on the 22d of March, A. D. 1830, 
in the 81st year of his age. 
In profession a Christian. A soldier intrepid. 
In body and mind vigorous. 

Fearless of men, but who confessed that wisdom's beginning 

is God’s fear.” 


Sarah Kirkpatrick Kearsley, wife of Captain Samuel Kearsley, is buried 
at Paxton, in the graveyard adjoining the Paxtan church 
Pa. The original building is still used for services at the 
' Her grave has a marble head and foot stones which 
ng inscription, prepared by Captain Kearsley : 


, near Harrisburg, 


present day (1900). 
contain the follow- 
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In Meniory of 
SARAH KEARSLEY, 
Who died on the 25th of February. 1826. 
Aged 72 years wanting 30 days; 52 of which time she was 
the faithful wife of Samuel Kearsley. 
An affectionate mother and pious Christian she lived 
and died the death of the righteous. 

Reader, imitate her example. Her smiling clay lies here in 
death, ’till God who first did give it breath, shall call it 
far above the sky, to join her happy soul on high. 
Hallelujah. 


Nearby is the grave of her granddaughter, Rebekah LH. Kearsley, 
who died March 6th, 1825, aged 7 years, 2 months and 25 days. 


Copy of letter written by Capt. Samuel Kearsley to his children, after 
the death of his wife. 

Dauphin. Pa.. Mareh 3d, 1826. 
My ever dear children and dear sister Cooper: 

In the most heart-rending agony of mind I have to communicate to 
you the afflictive news that your dearest, best of mothers is no more an 
inhabitant of this world. She has gone to her blessed Saviour, whom she 
loved and served. She died on Saturday morning last, at 5 o'clock. and was 
buried by her dear mother in Paxton cemetery on Sabbath last. 

Her funeral was attended by a very large congregation from town 
and country. Her brother Kirkpatrick was up about a month ago to see 
her, and she was better the time he was here, part of two days, but got 
worse the next day. Dr, J. K. Mitchell came out to see her. She appeared 
better. He had hoped he could send her up a Pacquet of medicines from 
Philadelphia that would restore her, but alas she had quitted her frail tene- 
ment of clay before he reached the city. She was a patient sufferer and 
bore her afflictions with the fortitude of a dying Christian. She often 
expressed a desire to depart and to be with her dear Saviour, praying that 
her dear Lord would come and take her to himself. Her dear Lord came 
im answer to her prayers and stamped a glorious smile on her beloved 
countenance, visible to all till she was hid from human view in her coffin 


I sometimes wished her not to be impatient. but y 


: wait Ss ti 
She said she hoped she would not. but she ardently w “ty il 


from pain and suffering—said she had no fear of de: 
was removed. She in great measure lost her speech for about 24 hours 
When spoken to she could articulate yes or no 

y sore, and tongue. which 

generally violent. 
ath. She ever and ano 
Tt, and would move her 


ath—the sting of death 


hurt her utter- 
She was undoubtedly sensible 
nN raised her hands as high as 


togue quick. She neither sighed 


ance. Her fever was 
until her last bre 
She could in praye 


mr 
———— 
se 


.so solemn and patheticall! 
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nor groaned, but with her hands clasped across he 


r breast resigned her 
blessed soul into the 


arm of her God. her “Covenanted God” as she claimed 
him, whom she had served in spirit from her youth. She lived the life of 
the righteous and her later end was peice. 


T am now truly a lone being in the world. All its charms 
from me forever. No more shall I be 
which was the life of all my earthly joys in this world till the morming of 
the Resurrection. O. Heavenly Father, prenare me to meet her then, with 
joy and rapture seraphic, when love will be free from doubt and cares, and 
we shall meet to part no more. 

Dr. Sharon, our dear minister, preached perhaps to as large a con- 
gregation as has been assembled in Paxton for some years. There were 
so many of our German friends who attended her funeral. His text was in 
Job sth and 6th, (Altho’ affliction cometh not forth from the dust, neither 
doth trouble spring out of the ground). 

He made one of the most im 
livered from that pulpit for some 
as his dear aged friend, waitahle 


are fled 
hold that dear angelic countenance, 


Pressive discourses that had been de- 
years back. He in the close addressed me 
advice and consolation. His address was 
Y impressive that it rent my very heart asunder, 
and drew tears of sympathy from many eyes. 

My dear children, I wrote you on Wednesday before your mother 
died, and directed to Newburg Post-office. We had many anxious looks 
for you, still in hopes you would see her living or dead, but the Lord 
has ordered otherwise. You will see her no more till the trumpet shall 
call the nations that are underground to arise. I am now in fear for your 
family, either that some of your dear family are sick, or that you did 
not get my letter. 

Your sister Anna I had sent for some days before the death of her 


mother. She was very helpful on the mournful Occasion, and went home 
on Tuesday last. Her children are 1 


well. Rob’t is in good health, and 
T hope is Progressing in learning. 

Our dear sister Espy was with us night and day during the fast solemn 
scene. All other friends in gencral health. Our good faithful Priscilla 
Espy keeps the house faithfully, and I believe conscientiously, She is well 
disposed and I think really Christianly. 

Your sister Betsy wrote lately. She got safe h 
noné of you come to us soon, I pray you will w 
You will easily discover by th 


v is letter that my 
to write coherently. [ thought it proper to mak 
dear mother’s character, as none else knew circumstances as well as myself, 
and could pay a just tribute to it. It will 


5 be in the Papers, and I will 
send you a paper, if I live, shortly, 


I hope my dear sister Cooper, whom I-love 
Prayers to God for me, that I may be uphel 


Ome and all well. If 
rite On the receipt of this. 
mind is not settled enough 
€ some few remarks on your 


» will join you all in fervent 
d in this hour of sore trial. 


eae 
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My health is much impaired, indeed ’tis probable I will not be long after 
my dear departed. 

I have written to Virginia, Lancaster and Belfont, also to your sister 
Brice, and the details and observations have taken up considerable time, 
but the theme is so interesting to me I could dwell on it with mournful 
pleasure while health and eyesight continues. 

With mournful love to dear sister Cooper, tell her that her dear sister 
has got the start of her to Heaven, where there is no doubt they wil! 
soon meet to sing the praises of redeeming grace together. This I know 
will be animating to her dear soul. 

I send you all my dear cordial love, and send you sorrowing the dear 
affection of your lonc, aged and now widowed parent. 

(Signed) Samuet Kearsey. 

N. B—Your dear mother would have been 72 yeats old had she lived 


till Patrick’s Day. 17th of this jnst. My love to J. Hemphill and family 
and other friends inquiring for me, 





Copy of original on file in State Department at Washington, D. C. 
Minisink, April 25. 1779. 
Sir: 

I am at length compelled to retire from the Army—yet with all the 
reluctance a sensible mind can fee] on Parting with the agreeable society 
of beloved companions—I mean my brother officers grown dear to me by 
adherence to the commion cause, jong acquaintance in the service and 
mutual sacrifice of interest, 

Encouraged by the wisdom and prudence of our Grand Council I have 


persevered thro’ a variety of difficulties which no pecuniary views would 
have reconciled. 


The Act of the Board of War respecting our Regiment may at least 
be called inconvenient and distresses me as an individual as I wished to 
finish the War with my early companions in distress. 

As we are unalterably separated, honor forbids my breach of senti- 
ment and the peculiar situation of my family is such as earnestly calls for 
my attention. 

Your Excellency will Please to accept of this my resignation, 

With steady attachment to the true interests of my Country believe me 
with truth and great respect your Excellency’s most obdt 
Huble Ser’t 


His Excellency General Washington: (Signed) Sam's KEarSLey. 


Addressed on back, 


His Excellency General Washington, 
Head Quarters, Middlebrook. 
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COPY 


taken from a copy on file with State Department at Washington, D. C. 
Original having been removed and copy left, before papers of Washington 
were turned over to the U. S. Government. 


Carlisle, June 4, 1779. 
Sir: 


Having in some small degree regulated the necessities of my family 
which have accrued by the loss of my house and effects by fire in my ab- 
sence in the service of my Country. and having maturely considered those 
Principles suggested in Your Excellency's last letter to me on the subject 
of my Resignation, 1 have decided in favor of the Service as I have ever 
been anxious to promote the true interest of my Country since the earliest 
period of this unhappy war and embarked in it I hope on just principles, I 
am determined to pursue your Excellency’s fortune as God shall enable 
me till it is come to a close. It was always my study to deserve the 
esteem of my superior officers in the service, and my highest ambition shall 
be to deserve those Characters with which your Excellency was pleased 
to honor me in the close of your fetter. 

I shall set out in a day or two for the Regiment and beg your Excel- 


lency wil! please to honor me with your sentiments by the first Express that 
may be forwarding dispatches to the Department. 


With devout wishes for your happiness, 
I have the honor to be 


Your Execellency’s Most Obe’nt, 


mis (Signed) Sam’: Kearstey. 
General Washington. 


Addressed on back: 
His Excellency, 


General Washington, 
Head Quarters, 
On Public Service. ona item 


Endorsed on back in Washington's office :— 
“Capt, Kearsley of Spencer’s will rejoin hi i 
Ss si = by, " 
“Answered July-9-1779," ee 


The latter endorsement, “Answered July-9-1779,” 1 am informed ‘ie ont 
expert at the State Department is in Alexander Hamilton's handwriting. 


W. K. K. 
the letters from Gen. Washington 


able to find them either in Pennsyl- 
vania State Library, 


Nore.—We had hoped to include 
to Captain Kearsley but have been un 
vania Hlistorical Society or Pennsyl 


— 
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Second child of Capt. Samuel 
Kearsley and Sarah Kirkpatrick 
Kearsley, was born Feb. 29, 
1776, and died May 19, 1845. 
She married a Mr. Alexander 
Brice, May 19, 1796, marriage 
record Paxton church; was the 
grandmother of Rev. William 
Kirkpatrick Brice; was the great 
grandmother of the late U. S. 
Senator, Calvin S. Brice. 


Third child of Capt. Samuel 
Kearsley and Sarah Nirkpatrick 
Kearsley, was born Oct. 15, 
1778. No record as to deatih. 
She married John Cooper (her 
cousin), son of Elizabeth Kears- 
ae and Rev. Robert Cooper, 
D.D. 


The children of the above were: 


Sarah Kearsley Cooper, 


Jane Nicholson Cooper, 
Robert Cooper. 

Samuel Kearsley Cooper. 
Jonathan Cooper. 
Elizabeth Cooper, 


SARAH KEARSLEY 


COOPER, 


Their children were: 


William Reynolds, 

Jane Kearsley Reynolds. 
Elizabeth McClay Reynolds, 
Eleanor M. Reynolds, 


John Cooper Reynolds. 


Who married a Mr. John Rey- 
nolds. 


Who married a Mr. Smith. 


Who married a Mr. Stettinius. 


First child of Jane Kearsley and 
John Cooper, married Mr. John 
Reynolds, of Peoria, Ill. 


Married Rev. J. H. Morrow, of 
Peoria, Ill, and resides there. 


—— 
rE - 
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; 
inning sO ARSLEY, Fifth child of Captain Samuel 
Kearsley and Sarah Kirkpatrick 
Kearsley, was born at Middie- 
married town, Pa., on August 20, 1786, 
and died at Detroit, Mich, Aug. 
31, 1859. 
MARGARET HETICH, Born Sept. 17, 1797, died June 
27, 1821. Her tomb is within 
a few feet of Main street in the 
city of Chambersburg, Pa. (See 
page 52.) The above were mar- 
ried March 13, 1815. 
Children of above were: 


Edmund Roberts, Born May 18, 1816, resides at 
Bucyrus, Ohio. 

Born Dec. 31, 1817, died March 
16, 1825. 


Born Oct. 26, 1819, died March 
17, 1862. 


Rebekah H., 


Martha L., 


MAJOR JONATHAN KEARSLEY, graduated at Washington Col- 
lege, Pa, in 1811. (Now called Washington and Jefferson College, at 
Washington, Pa.') March 3d, 1812, was appointed by President Madison 
as Lieutenant in the Second Regiment U. S. Artillery, and commissioned 
Ass’t Adjutant Genera! with the rank of Major, August 20th, 181g. 


He was engaged in the battles of Niagara (or Lundy’s Lane, as it is 
sometimes called), Stony Creek, and Chryslers Field. and in the sortie from 
Fort Erie September 17th, 1814. In the latter engagement he received a 
wound which resulted in the loss of a leg. This was a source of life- 
long pain to him. The amputation was delayed in the hope of saving the 
leg and was then improperly done. 

-Major Kearsley was held in high esteem for his attainments and his 
bravery, and it was much regretted when his wounds compelled him to 
retire to private life, 


- i: 1817 he ae appointed Collector of Revenue in Pennsylvania 
which position he held until 1820, when he wa i sceiv 
Public Moneys for the Ge cnphre he 


district of Michigan. He then ved t i 
where he resided until the time of his death. ~. hie 
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Major Kearsley was intimately associated with the early history of 
Michigan. He was at one time Mayor of Detroit, and on account of his 
great acquirements ag a linguist was for many years a Regent of the 
University of Michigan. He was a man respected for his upright and 
honorable character, his ability and fidelity in the administration of his 
public trusts. 

The sword which Gen. Washington had presented to his father, Capt: 
Samuel Kearsley, was given to Major Kearsley by his father, in 1819. 


Nore 1.—At his graduation, it is said, he came upon the stage dressed 
up in rags and compared an Irishman to a flea. a fly, and a ham of bacon. 
“A fida would jump into bed with any man's wife; a fly would dip his 
nose into any man’s dish, and a ham of bacon was not worth anything until 
it was hung.” 

The next day the Irish sought him to give him a thrashing, but being 
warned by his classmates that if they undertook anything of the kind they 
could expect trouble, the matter was dropped. 

His sense of humor continued with him into maturer years. His son. 
Edmund R. Kearsley, relates of him that toward the end of his life he 
frequently visited his farm at Grosse Point. above the city of Detroit, to 
and from which he drove in a two-wheeled cig. 

The road ran close to the river. and in’ some places there was not 
room for two vehicles to pass. 

One day when teturning home he found an ox lying in the middle 
of the road at the narrowest place, so that he could not pass. He called 

: L i he ox paid no 
attention; finally, losing patience at the inactivity of the animal he drove 
his horse upon it, when the ox quickly rose and overturned the Major 
into the river, who found some difficulty in righting his gig and Retting 
into it, having but one leg. 


Upon telling of the Occurrence later and being asked why he drove 
onto the ox the Major replied that he had told the ox if he did not get 
out of the way he would drive over him, and as the ox paid no attention 


there was nothing else for him to do, as there was not room to go around. 








MARGARET KEARSLEY, 
wife of 
JONATHAN KEARSLEY, 
and daughter of 
George and Martha Hetich, 
Was born September, 797, and departed this life June 27, 1821. 
» children, parents and friends mourn 
£ God not as those without 
hope, for we know that our Re- 
deemer liveth. 


x 6 ft. x 2 in. thick, covering tomb built of 
2 ft. 6 in. wide x 7 ft. 6 in. high. 


A white marble slab, 3 ft. 
Brey granite, 5 ft. 6 in. long x 
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(MAJOR) EDMUND 
ROBERTS KEARSLEY, First child of Major Jonathan 
Kearsley and Margaret Hetich 
married Kearsley, was born at Harris- 
burg, Pa., May 18, 1816. Re- 
sides at Bucyrus, Ohio. 

MARTHA C.SWENEY, Born at Gettysburg, Pa., Jan. 
15, 1824, died at Bucyrus, Ohio, 
Feb. 25, 1874. The above were 


married July 2, 1857. 
Children of above were: 


Infant daughter, Born Aug. 14, 1860, died after- 
noon same day. 
Rebecca M., Born Nov. 28, 1866. 


REBECCA M. KEARSLEY, Second child of Edmund Rob- 
erts Kearsley and Martha C. 
Swency Kearsley, was born 
Nov. 28, 1866, Married Elmer 
L, White, of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


MARGARET SARA WHITE, The only child of REBECCA 
M. KEARSLEY and Elmer L. 
White, was born Sept. 24, 1888. 
Now resides at Bucyrus, Ohio, 
with her grandfather, Major E. 
R. Kearsley. 
Note.—Edmund R, Kearsley, 
I. Phillips. 
Ohio. 


. twice married; second wife being Susan 
Born April sth, 1827. Living with her husband at Bucyrus, 


: ae ROBERTS KEARSLEY, son of Jonathan and 
argare etich eatsley, was born M i 
Revi att ae wa ro May 18th, 1816, at Harrisburg, 


: died in 182% and for some iv i 
his grandfather, Captain Samuel Kearsley, Saat ae ee 


+ t at Or near Harrisburg, Pa. 
In ip he joined his father at Detroit, entered the public schools there, 
one that he attended being in the officers’ quarters inside the stockade, where 


ae 
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Completing the course then taught in the Detroit schools he attended 
school at Utica. New York, and from 1829 to 1832 was a student at Kenyon 
College, in Ohio. This completed his collegiate education and returning 
to Detroit he became assistant receiver in the Michigan Land Office, un- 
der his father. He proved so thorough and efficient in this position 
that Major John Biddle, Register of the Land Office. requested his transfer 
to his department, and made him chief clerk of that important office, which 
position he filled until 1840, when his health failing from too close appli- 
cation to business he retired to a farm of 600 acres belonging to his 
father in Oakland County, Michigan, where he remained until 1847. 

His health meanwhile having been restored by constant out-door work, 
he returned to Detroit and resumed active business, amon 
Superintending the erection of the Biddle House, one of the largest hotels 
fn the state of Michigan at that time, built by a company of which his 
father and Major Biddle were the Principal stockholders. 

Descended from military ancestors the same spirit pervaded him and he 
took an active interest in Organizing the Brady Guards and was captain 
of the company. This Organization was pronounced by General Scott to 
be the best drilled company that came under his inspection, and equal to 
any troops in the regular service. 

During the “Patriot” disturbance of 1837-8, when a large party in 
Canada organized to become Part of the United States, the Brady Guards 
were called out and mustered into the United States service and were in 
the Government service nearly a year and a half. quelling disturbance and 
protecting the border. During this service Captain Kearsley was appointed 
Assistant Adjutant with the rank of Major. 

The United States forces were in command of Gen. Hugh Brady, after 
whom the Guard had been named, and the Guard was composed of the 
best. young men in Detroit. During the severe winte:’s campaign of 


1837-8 the hardships of a Soldier's life were born by them and their work 
was performed so thoroughly as 


S to win the highest praise from p : 
Did space permit it might be interesting to trace a history of “eed 
men, several of whom Occupied prominent places in the councils of the 
Nation, in both houses of Con eMinent at the Bar 
and in the Pulpits, and sonte g ntry in the Mexican 
and Black Hawk wars, and not a few fell at Gettysburg ee siege 
command of their former comrade, Lieutenant Williams of the Brad 
Guards, then a Brigadier General in 3 

Years after the Guard had been 
from a carriage, receiving injuries w 
upon learning of the death of their 


& other things 


disbanded Ge 


d fn, Brady was thrown 
hich proved f{ 


atal. Major Kearsley, 
r and patron, returned 
old company, many of 
en and men of note of 
turned out as the Brady Guards 
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for the last time to escort the remains of the General to their last resting 
place in Elmwood Cemetery. 

During his life in Detroit Major Kearsley took an active interest in 
the affairs of the city, being for a number of years Secretary of the Fire 
Department and Ass’t Chief Engincer. He was for a time also Ass't 
Quartermaster General of the State and while in that position served 
with Captain U. S, Grant, while located at Detroit. He remembers 
Captain Grant as a mild, unassuming, but very efficient and painstaking 
officer. 

In 1851 he removed to Bucyrus, Ohio, where le entered the office of 
his uncle, Charles Hetich, then County Treasurer. In 1852 he was Deputy 
Auditor. In 1853 he was elected Auditor: re-elected in 1855; nominated 
by both parties for the third term and overwhelmingly elected. a com- 
pliment never before or sinee conferred upon a county official in Crawford 
County. 

Under his supervision the County Courthouse and the first brick jail 
were built. Since retiring from office in 1861 Major Kearsley has continued 
to take an active interest in the affairs of Bucyrus, serving for years on 
the Board of Education, and assisting various county officers in arranging 
many matters where his long experience proved of the utmost value. 

The most important position, perhaps, being that in 1862, during the 
rebellion, when he was appointed Draft Officer for the County of Craw ford, 
a very delicate position, as the draft was bitterly opposed by many in 
the county and trouble was feared. His fearlessness and the confidence 
of the people in his integrity enabled him to perforin the exacting duties 
with entire sattsfaction. 

In later years he has invariably been called upon to preside at meetings 


called in the interest of the city and to all matters of importance or benefit 
to the city he has been a generous contributor. 


His military instincts continued with 
been the patron of the Kearsley Cadets, 
of the best young lads of the city. 


Major Kearsley from youth up has been an ardent soprtsman and 
the fame of his skill as a hunter with both rod and gun extend beyond 
the confines of Michigan and Ohio. He has many trophies to show for his 
success and delights to tell of the hunting expeditions of his younger days 
with their exciting and interesting incidents. 

To Major Kearsley the city of Bucyrus is, in a large measure, indebted 
for the success of the Bucyrus Memorial Library, as it was through his 


energy and financial support that the building was erected and supplied 
with books, and it has 


: received his support continuously to the present 
ime. 


him into old age and he has 
a well-drilled company composed 


He has for man 


y years been a faithful and 1 
fuckin Gagan honored member of the 


1s a member of the Sons:of the American Revolu- 
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tion; a Knight Templar, and an Odd Fellow. A man of kindly nature 
and warm heart he was always a friend of the suffering and for many 
years was President of the Humane Society. While a large giver to all 
charitable objects Major Kearsley prefers to give without ostentation 
or publicity, practicing the scriptural injunction of not letting one hand 


know what the other gave, but it may be well said that no worthy applicant 
ever left his house empty-handed, 





MARTHA IMMEL 
KEARSLEY, Third child of Major Jonathan 
Kearsley and Margaret Hetich, 
married was born at Harrisburg, Pa., Oc- 
Feb. 11, 1840, tober 26, 1819, died at Detroit, 
Mich., March 17, 1862. 

M. HOWARD WEBSTER, Of Detroit. Mich; born July 4, 
1816, at Albany, N. Y.: died at 
Grosse Ile; Mich., May 30, 1893. 
Children of above were: 
1. Sarah Margaret, Born Oct. 28, 1842, resides at 
Grosse Ile, Mich. 

Born April 8, 1851, died Sept. 
10, 1895, at Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Born June 30, 1857, resides at 
Grosse Ile, Mich. 

Born Oct. 12, 1861, died Oct. 

13, 1861, at Detroit. 


to 


. Rebekah Kearsley, 
3. Jonathan Kearsley 
4. Martha Kearsley, 


SARAH MARGARET 
WEBSTER, First éhila of M. Howard Web- 
ster and Martha Immel Kears- 
ley, married James Tuttle Ster- 
ling, of Cleveland, ‘Ohio, July 
19, 1861, while a Captain in the 
Seventh Ohio Regiment, sta- 
tioned at Alexandria, Va, 
James T, Sterling was born at 
Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 29, 1834; 
Te ee was among the first to enlist at 
oily the breaking out of the war; was 
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Children of above were: 
1. Howard Webster, 


2. Emily Bates, 
3. Edmund Kearsley, 


4. James T. Jr., 


5. Oscar Fred. Heyerman, 


REBEKAH KEARSLEY 
WEBSTER, 
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appointed first Lieutenant, rose 
to Lieutenant Colonel, and was 
breveted Colonel, Mch. 3, 1863. 


Died Nov 1, 1899, at Grosse lle, 
Mich. 


Born Sept..4, 1863, resides at 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Born Nov. 3, 1867, died Jan. 16, 
1872, at Detroit. 

Boru Sept. 28, 1875. Cadet at 
West Point, Class 1901, 


Born Aug. 15, 1877, resides at 
Detroit; served in Michigan 
Naval Reserves on U.S. S. Yos- 
emite during the Spanish-Amer- 
ican War, in the West Indies. 
Born Oct. 11, 1879, died March 
3, 1881, at Adrian, Mich. 


Second child of M. Howard 
Webster and Martha Immel 
Kearsley, married Commander 
Oscar Frederick Heyerman, U. 
S.N., April 29, 1873, at Detroit, 
Mich. Commander Heyerman 
was born in Barmen, Germany, 
Feb. 17, 1844; came to America 
when eight years old; graduated 
from the U. S. Naval Academy 
in 1864; was retired May, 1895; 
died at sea on the S. S. Havel, 
Oct. 27, 1895, on way to Ger- 
many. His body was returned 
to America and buried beside 
the remains of his wife and son 


in Elmwood Cemetery, Detroit, 
Mich, 
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Children of above were: 
1. Charles Frederick, 


2. James Sterling, 


3. Minna Marguerite, 
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Born March 24, 1874, resides at 
Detroit, Mich; served with the 
Michigan Naval Reserves on U. 
S. S. Yosemite during the Span- 
ish-American War, in the West 
Indies. 


Born May 19, 1877; died aug. 
7, 1892, at Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Born July 7, 1880, resides at 
Dresden, Saxony. 


WEBSTER, Third child of M. Howard Web- 


Children of above were: 
I. John, 


2. Madeline Heyerman, 


ster and Martha Immel Kears- 
ley, on Oct. 24, 1883, married 
Mary Jeannette Broadhead 
(born in Detroit, April 20, 1856), 
daughter of Thornton Flemming 
Broadhead, of Grosse Ile, Mich., 
Colonel of the rst Michigan 
Cavalry. 


Born July 17, 1886; died July 23, 
1886. 


Born at Detroit, Aug. 28, 1892; 


resides with parents at Grosse 
Ue, Mich. 
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V, VI, VII, VUI 


ROBERT KEARSLEY, 


MARY KEARSLEY, 


married 


Mr. Rogers. 


ANN KEARSLEY, 


JANE KEARSLEY, 
married 


Rev. Matthew Woods: 


The Rev. Matthe Wo 
Hanover, Pa., which iy °. 


miles N. E. of Harrisburg, Pa, 


Fifth child of Jonathan and Jane 
Kearsley, was born February 
17, 1753; died July following; 
buried in Calvanist Burying 
Ground at Lancastertown, Pa. 


Sixth child of Jonathan and Jane 
Kearsley, was born Noy. 2, 
1755; married a Mr. Rogers; 
died August, 1826, aged 71 
years. Nothing is known of this 
branch of the family. 


Seventh child of Jonathan and 
Jane Kearsley, was born July 1, 
1758, in Carlisle, Pa: died 1759. 


Eighth child of Jonathan and 
Jane Kearsley, was born March 
18, 1760; died March 28, 1835, 
aged 75 years. The Rev. Mat- 
threw Woods wrote the Mem- 
oirs of last sickness and death of 
Jonathan Kearsley, Sr., 1718- 
1782. The old “Woods” Bible, 
in possession of Mrs. J. Ed. 
Duke, of Cumberland, Md., has 
the following record: “Matthew 
Woods was licensed to Preach 
the Gospel, October 23, 1780, 
and was married to Jane Kears- 
ley, November 7, 1780. He ac- 
cepted a call from Hanover, Pa., 
June 17, 1781, and was installed 
June, 1782, in 25th year of his 
age. He died September 13, 
1784, in 27th year of his age. 
Jane Kearsley, his wife, was a 
daughter of Dr. Jonathan Kears- 
ley, of Shippensburg, Rare 

ds is b 


Woot uried in old grave-yard at Old 
alone remains in that old 


old Scotch-Irish settlement, 14 
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MATTHEW WOODS, son of Andrew and Jean Woods, was born in 
Hanover Township, in 1738. Little is known of him save that he studied 
for the ministry and was licensed to preach by the Preshytery of Carlisle 
in 1780, called to Hanover congregation July zoth, 1781, accepted it and 
was ordained and installed Pastor thereof on the 19th of June, 1782. Proved 
to be a faithful and zealous minister of the gospel and died in the midst 
of his great usefulness on the 13th of September, 1784, 

The members of old Hanover to show their affection and reverence 
erected a tomthstone to his memory over his remains in the church burying 
ground. 


Page 329, Vol. 1, Third Series, Notes and Queries. By Dr. W. H. 
Egle. 


WILL OF REV. MATTHEW WOODS. 


In the name of God, Amen. I, Matthew Woods, a minister of the 
Gospel and pastor of the Presbyterian congregation, Hanover Township, 
Lancaster County, being very sick and weary in body but of sound and dis. 
posing mind and memory, do make and ordain this my last will and testa- 
ment in manner and forin following. seriously considering the mortality 
of my body and well knowing that it is appointed for all men once to die, 
I give and recommend my sout into the hand of my God who Rave it, and 
my body I recommend to the earth, to be decently interred at the discretion 
of my executors. And touching such worldly estate, as it hath pleased 
God to bless me with, I will and bequeath in the following manner and 
form: 


Imprimus. I will that all my debts and funeral charges be fully paid 
and discharged by my executors hereinafter named. 

Item. It is my will, and I allow that the whole of my estate that may 
Temain after the debts are discharged which are against it, shall be com- 
mitted to the care and Management of my wife. in order to enable her to 
clothe and educate my child or children; and as my wife is now pregnant, 
if it should please God to Srant her a safe delivery, if it shall be a son it 
shall share equally with the other, my son Andrew, now living; if it be a 
girl I allow it to have but One-third part of my estate that may remain at 
such time as it comes to the years of eighteen. 

It is also my will and I allow that my dear and loving wife shall have all 
furniture of every kind that I teceived with her in Matriage; also one 
horse, saddle and bridle, to be entirely her own and at her disposal. 

I also will and ordain that in case my wife shall marry at 
after my decease then my estate, being properly accounted and settled, 
shall be put into the hands of proper Suardians for my child or 

And lastly, I do constitute, make and ordain Samuel Kear 
John Ainsworth, My trusted and well beloved friends, to be t 


sley and 
and sole executors of this my last will and testament, and I do here 


he whole 
by utterly 
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disannul and revoke and disallow all 
by me at any time heretofore made, n 
this and no other to be my last will and testament. 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my 


seal this ninth day of Jaly in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three, 


and every other testaments or wills 
amed, willed or bequeathed, ratifying 


(Signed) MattHew Woops, (Seal.) 


Signed, sealed, published. pronounced and declared, by the said Rey. 


Matthew Woods as his last will and testament, in the presence of us. 


Wittiam Brown, 
JAMES McCretcur, 
DANIEL Braptey, 

The witnesses were qualified and the will probated Febru 


before James Jacks, Register. Will Book E., Vol. 1 
caster County, Pa. 


Andrew Woods, 


ary 3d, 1785, 
» Page 178. Lan- 


Son of Matthew and Jane 
Woods, married Jane Rowan, 
and had following children; all 


born at Charlestown, Va, (now 
West Va.): 


Born April 10, 1811. 


Born Sept. 29, 1814; died 1815. 
Born Aug. 24, 1817. 

Born Jan. 20, 1819; died May 
I, 1838. 

Born Oct. 11, 1820, died March: 
2, 1874. 

Born May 12, 1822, died 1823. 
Born July 28, 1823. 

Born August 13, 1826, 


1. Margaret Kearsley, 
2. Matthew Lucias, 
3. Mary Rodgers, 

4. Elizabeth Cooper, 


5. John Kearsley, 


6. Matthew Lucias (the 2d), 

7- Jane Rowan, 

8. Susan St. Clair, 
Margaret Kearsley Woods, The first child of Andrew and 
Jane Woods, was born at Char- 
lestown, Va., April 10, 1811, and 
died at Laranch, Ills., on March 
13, 1872. She married Samuel 
Allemong and had the following 


children: John Henry, Andrew 
Woods, Charles, Robert. 
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Matthew Lucias Woods, 


Mary Rodgers Woods, 


Elizabeth Cooper Woods, 


John Edgar Duke 


t. Clarence, 

2. Mary Woods, 
3. Harry Kearney, 
4. Edgar Thrush, 
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The second child of Andrew and 
Jane Woods, was born Sept. 29, 
1814; died Aug. 24, 181s. 

The third child of Andrew and 
Jane Woods, was born Aug. 24, 
1817; not married (living at this 
date, Feb. 1, 1900). 

The fourth child of Andrew and 
Jane Woods, was born January 
20, 1819; died May 1, 1838. 
Married Uriah B. Kearney, of 
Kearneysville, Va., in 1836; had 
one daughter, Elizabeth Jane 
Kearney, who married Mr. he 
Ed, Duke, Feb. 28, 1860, living 
at Cumberland, Md 
Was born in Shippensburg, Pa., 
Dec. 5, 1836, and has the follow- 
ing children: 

Died in infancy, 1861. 

Born June 7, 1862. 

Born March 27, 1864. 

Born Nov. 20, 1865. 

John Edgar Duke was a Con- 
federate soldier, and served in 
that army throughout the Civil 
War, was connected with the re- 
moval of locomotives from Bal- 
timore & Ohio R. R., whereby 
they were hauled across the 
country to another line of rail- 
road, and there used by the Con- 
federate states. A peculiar inci- 
dent in this family is, that Mrs. 
Duke and her son, Edgar 
Thrush, were born in the same 
town, but in different states. 
Charlestown, in 1837, was in 


irginia, and in 1865 was in 
West Virginia. 


JONATHAN AND JANE KEARSLEY., 


VII 


Clarence Duke, 


Mary Woods Duke, 


Harry Kearney Duke, 


Edgar Thrush Duke, 


—_——— 


John Kearsley Woods 


1. And. Gilkeson Woods, 


2. Janet Kearsley Woods, 
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First child of J. Eq. and Eliza- 
beth Jane Duke, died in 
and buried at Shepher 
Va., 1861. 


Second child of J. Ed. and Eliza- 
beth Jane Duke, was born June 
7, 1862, at Staunton, Va.; mar- 
ried William P. Campbell, June 
13, 1883 (William P. Campbell 
being a descendant of Eleanor, 
daughter of Judge John Kears- 
ley). They have one child, 
Eleanor Duke Campbell, born 
April 2, 1884. 

Third child of J. Ed. and Eliza- 
beth Jane Duke, was born in 
Columbia, S.C., March 27, 1864, 
married Matilda A. Hoffman, 
October 5, 1898, has one child, 
John Woods Duke, born July 
30, 1899, 

Fourth child of J. Ed. and Eliza- 
beth Jane Duke, was born in 
Charlestown, We Wey Tee 20, 
1865; married Mary A, Gardner, 
Dec. 29, 1898, 


infancy, 
dstown, 


Was the fifth child of Andrew 
and Jane 


Woods; born in 
Charlestown, Vay 


1820, and died Ma 
married Lucy Day 


Nov. 19, 1846. Had two chil- 
dren: 


Born Sept. 5, 1848; 
1886, 


October 11, 


died Jan 19, 
Born June 30, 1861, 
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Matthew Lucias Woods(the 2d) Was sixth child of Andrew and 


Jane Rowan Woods 


‘Mary Woods, 
. Sallie Fairfax, 
. Helen Straith, 
Ludwell Lee, 
. Andrew Woods, 
Clarence Edgar, 


Susan St. Clair Woods 


Nom 


An pw 


1. William, 

2. John, 

3. Jannie, 

4. Andrew Woods, 


Jane Woods; born May 12, 1822, 
and died July following. 


Was the seventh child of Andrew 
and Jane Woods; born fuly 28, 
1823; married Ludwell Lee 
Chipley about 1840; had follow- 
ing children: 

Died. 

Living. 

Dead. 

Dead. 

Dead. 

Living at Lonaconing, Md. 


Was the Eighth child of Andrew 
and Jane Woods; born August 
13, 1826; died 1890; married 
Stephen P. Capehart, of Kana- 
wha Co., Va., in 1855; had fol- 
lowing children: 

Living. 

Living. 

Living. 

Dead. 


JONATHAN AND JANE EEARSLEY, 


REBECCA KEARSLEY, 
married 
WILLIAM MeCOMB, 


i eal 
TSA TT 





Rob't. C. McComb, 


ers 
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Ninth child of Jonathan and 
Jane Kearsley, born August 30, 
1762; died November 29, 1848. 
Born 1757; died February 10, 
1835. 

William MeComh Was a soldier 
in the war for independence and 
a prisoner on board the British 
Prison ship “Jersey.” He and 
his wife settled in Washington 
County, Pennsylvania, in which 
state all their sixteen children 
were born. They enigrated to 
Ohio in 1818. They spent their 
first winter in a house owned by 
Col. Culberson, at Franklinton, 
just west of Columbus, and 
finally settled on a tract of land 
lying on Big Walnut creek, 
eight miles east of Columbus, 
As soon as the Seed for a cro 
was in the ground, a church was 
built on Jand dedicated for that 
and cemetery Purposes by Wil- 
liam Patterson, husband of the 
eldest daughter and child. This 


Patterson, the first interment. 
The church Was called “Truro.” 


Fourteenth child of the aboye, 
born in Washington County, 
Pa., Jan. 12, 1806; died Aug. 24, 
1856, at “Cottage Farm,” Wal- 
nut Hills, Cincinnati, O : mar- 
-tied on May 4, 1841, Ann Spen- 
cer Kemper, third child of Peter 
Hathaway and Rhoda Lock- 
wood Kemper, born at Walnut 

» Cincinnati, Ohio, March 
23, 1813, and died Aug. 5, 1873, 
at Dayton, Ohio. Issue:; 
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Cal 


. Peter H. Kemper, 
. Kearsley Grier. 


» 


. Wood Sherman, 
. Jessie Annette, 


bh wD 


5. Arthur Millington, 


P. H. K. McComb, 


1. Ernest Hackett Kemper, 


2. Virginia Mary, 


3. Harriet Spencer, 


4. Lois Kemper, 


Nore.—Rev. P. H. K. McComb is the Profess 


Science in Hanover College, 
family as far as it has been 


correspond with him. 


Born Nov. 29,1842. 

Born June 5, 1844; died March, 
1862. 

Residence, Webster Groves, Mo. 
Residence, Webster Groves, Mo. 
Married W. H. Simmons. 
Residence, Haddonfield, N. J. 


First child of R. C. and Ann S. 
McComb, was born in London, 
Ohio, Nov. 29. 1842, and mar- 
ried Virginia Bell Hackett, first 
child of James Bennett and Har- 
riet McCulloch Hackett, June 
10, 1869, at New Bloomfield, Pa. 
Issue: 

Born Feb. 15, 1873, at Macomb, 
Ill. Principal of High School, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. Married June 


22, 1899, Irene W. Fisher, Bucy- 
rus, Ohio. 4 

Born Louisiana. Mo., April 10, 
1876; resides at Hanover, Ind. 
Born Webster Groves, Mo., 


Oct. 9, 1878; resides at Hanover, 
Ind. 


Born Webster Groves, Mo., Oct. 
3, 1886; resides at Hanover, Ind. 


or of History and Political 


Hanover, Ind. The genealogy of the McComb 
3 worked out, is in his hands. 
ing to give or receive information in regard to the abo 


Any person wish- 
ve, is requested to 


Nene en nnn cee emimadenmeniiiainil 
L$ rr at a TR 


JONATHAN AND JANE KEARSLEY. 


SARAH McCOMB, 


. Jonathan, 
. Rebecca. 
. Mary. 


. Matthew. 
. Ellen. 
. Daniel, 


N HAukh Ww bw 


Note.—Robert Coo 


Stewart, of York County, Pa. 


1. Margaret, 


2. John, 


3. Joseph 


. William McComb. 


per Henderson. married twice: 
They had three children. 
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Fifteenth child of William and 
Rebecca McComb, was born 
July, 1807; died Jan. 4, 1846; 
married, October 15, 1829, to 
Robert Cooper Henderson, fifth 
child of Matthew Henderson 
and his wife, Margaret Kears] ev, 
child of Jonathan and Jane 
Kearsicy; he was born Feb. Q, 
1784; died March 24, 1858: re- 
sided near Columbus, Ohio. 
Their children were: 

Died in infancy. 


Born 1883. Never married; serv- 
ed in Co. D isth U.S. Infantry. 


first to Mary 


Born 1820; died in 1845; unmar-: 
tied. 

Born 1823; died in 1893, in Per- 
ry Twp., Franklin Co., O.; mar- 
ried, had two daughters; for 12 
years a college professor. 

Born 1824; died in 1890; mar- 
ried, had 10 children, 
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STILLA KEARSLEY, Tenth child of Jonathan and 


Jane Kearsley, was born March 
6, 1765; died same day. 


JONATHAN KEARSLEY, Eleventh child of Jonathan and 


Jane Kearsley, was born March 
6, 1766; died in 1804. Nothing 
is known of him further than 
that he was a “doctor of physic.” 
(See page 16.) 


St} — —$—— 
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WILLIAM KIRKPATRICK Owned a large tract of land at 


MARG’T. KIRKPATRICK, 


Middletown, Pa., Dauphin 
County, and died there at the 
age of 40 in the year 1760, leav- 
ing a widow, 

Who died Nov. 3, 1802, in the 
77th year of her age, 


The children of above were: 


John, 
William, 


Ann (Espy), 


1. Margaret, — 


Of whom we have no record. 
Was a leading merchant of Lan- 
caster, Pa., and died there an old 
man,’ many years ago. His 
grave is at Lancaster, marked 
by a monument. 

Born Jan. 11, 1750, was married 
to JOSIAH ESsPY by the Rev. 
John Roan, July 8, 1769, and 
died May 31, 1842; buried at 
Paxton. 

Mr. Espy was born March 10, 


1742, died July 22, 1813; buried 
at Paxton. 


The Espys had seven children as 
follows: 


Born Nov. 8, 1771, died Sept. 
4, 1851; married Samuel Elder, 
son of Rev. John Elder, both 
buried at Paxton. Their de- 
scendants are the Dollis, Baileys, 
Reilys, and McCauleys, of Har- 
risburg, and the Elders and 


Bradshaws, of Indianapolis, In- 
diana. 


* 


7O 


2. Priscilla, 


3. Josiah, 


4. William, 


Elizabeth G., 


Josiah, 


THE 


DESCENDANTS OF 


Born Nov. 8, 1771 (twin sister 
of Margaret); died Sept. 25, 
1845; married Robert McClure, 
born Dec. 18, 1763; died July 
21, 1839; both buried at Paxton. 
Their descendants are the Kerrs, 
of Gettysburg. MecClures, of 
Harrisburg..and Col. J. D. Me- 
Cture and Nirs. McIlvaine, of 
Peoria, Illinois. 


Born 1774, died April 13. 1811, 
in Bloomfield, Pa. No children. 


Born June 2, 1776, died July 28, 
1850; married June 2, 1807, by 
Rev. James R. Sharon, to 
Susannah Gray, born June 18, 
1782; died July 10, 1854: both 
buried at Paxton. They left one 
son and two daughters, Josiah, 
Elizabeth G. and Ann. 


born June 2, 1808, married Dec. 
29, 1859, Samuel W. Sharp, who 
died Dec. 6, 1877. Mrs. Sharp 
has no children, but is still living 
at Harrisburg, Pa, 


Born December 22, 1809, 
died Aug. 12, 1891; married 
Mary McKeehan, of Newville, 
Cumberland Co., Pa., who died 
it 1898. They had two daugh- 
ters, Susannah, married to Hen- 
ry D. Boas, and Helen {unmar- 


ried), both residing in Harris- 
burg, Pa. 
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Ann, 


5. James S. Espy, 


Fl 


Born August 3, 1812, married 
Abner Rutherford, who died 
Sept. 2, 1890. Mrs. Rutherford 
is still living, she has had ten 
children, of whom three are still 
living, W. Franklin, Sue E. and 
Ada LB. W. Franklin Ruther- 
ford married Adaline M. Ruth- 
erford and lives with his family 
at Paxton, Pa., near Harrisburg. 
Sue E. (unmarried). Ada B., 
married Spencer F. Barker. 


Merchant of Harrisburg. born 
July 18, 1788, died Sept. 21, 
1872. Twice married, first to 
Mary Huling. who left two chil- 
dren, viz., Thomas H., who died 
in Texas, June 13, 1896. and 
Ann Elizabeth died June 15, 
1854, married Hugh H. Stock- 
ton. The descendants of Thom- 
as H. live at Lampassas, Texas, 
those of Ann E. are principally 
in the army and navy. 


Mr. James S. Espy’s second 
wife, Mary Pollard, born Dec. 
15, 1802, is still living in Har- 
risburg, and has one living 
daughter, Mrs. Eliza L. Ser- 


geant, a widow with five daugh- 
ters. 


Mr. James §S. Espy and those 
of his family who are dead are 


buried in the cemetery at Har- 
risburg. 


ee 
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6. John E. Espy 


7. David, 


SARAH KIRKPATRICK, 


_  WNorte.—The foregoing record of the Kirk 
by Mr. Wm. Franklin Rutherford, now livin 


burg, Pa. 


Was a doctor of medicine, died 
April 26, 1831, unmarried. Bur- 
ied at Paxton. 

Born June 11, 1792, died April 
21, 1840; buried at Paxton. Mar- 
tied Rebecca Allen, born July, 
1796, died at Peoria, Illinois, in 
1872. Their descendants are ail 
in Illinois in various paris of the 
state. Their son, Win. K. Espy, 
resides at Groveland, Tazewell 
Co., Ill, and a daughter, Mrs. 
Susan Karr, in Galesburg, Ill. 


The youngest child of William 
and Margaret Kirkpatrick, was 
born on the farm at Middletown, 
Dauphin Co., Pa. March 27, 
1754; married to Samuel Kears- 
ley, April, 1774, by Rev. John 
Roan, the New Side preacher of 
Derry. She died Feb. 25, 1826, 
in Susquehanna Township, on a 
property adjoining the old Espy 
plantation, and is buried at Pax- 
ton. 


patrick family is supplied 
@ at Paxton, near Hearris- 
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WILL OF DR. JOHN KEARSLEY, OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Practitioner of Physic and Surgery. 

Signed April 29th, 1769. Beneficiaries: wife Margaret ; nephews and 
Nieces, John. Paul. David. Timothy. Mary and Ann Kearsley. United 
Episcopal Churches (Christ's Chureh and St. Peter's}; Infirmary for 
Poor and Distressed Women (Christ's Church Hospital}; Poor and Dis- 
tressed members of Christ Church. ; 

Executors: Margaret Kearsley, Amos Strettell, John Swift. 


Witnesses: John Jackson, James Hunter, Paul Isaac Voto, Francis 
Godson. 


CODICIL, Signed December 23d, 1760. 
Beneficiaries: wife Margaret; Christ's Church Ffospital. 
Witnesses: James Hunter. Paul Isaac Voto. Thos. Malone. 

CODICIL, Signed October 18th. 1771. 
Executors: Rev. Geo, Craig, of Chester. Clerk. 
Witnesses: Paul Isaac Voto, Samuel Buckloe, A. Shoemaker. 
Proved February 13th, 1772. Recorded, Book P., page 2ro. 


Fron LIVES OF EMINENT PHILADELPHIANS. 
By Henry Simpson, 1859. 

JOHN KEARSLEY, 2 physician of Philadelphia. was a native of 
England, who came to this country about 1711. As a member of the 
Assembly his speeches for the tights of the colony were so acceptable that 
he was sometimes carried home on the shoulders of the people. 

He died January trth, 1772, aged 88 years. He contributed largely 


for building Christ's Church, and the Hospital of that Church for Widows 
he endowed with a valuable estate. 


From MARRIAGE RECORDS OF CHRIST CHURCH, PHILADEL- 


PHIA, as filed in the HISTORICAL SOCIETY RECORDS. 


1748, November 24th, Dr. JOHN KEARSLEY and MRS. MAR- 
GARET BRAND. , 


WILL OF MARGARET KEARSLEY, 


Widow of Dr. John Kearsley, of Philadelphia. 


Margaret Kearsley, Widow, City of Philadelphia, signed November 
29th, 1773, 


Beneficiaries: Mary and Ann Kearsley (Sedgefield, England): Frien 
Willimina Bond. Mrs. Rebecca Smith, Mrs. Blanche 
dale, Willimina and Ann Bond (daughters of Doctor Phineas Bond}, 
Susanna Price, Dr. John Kearsley, Mrs. Susanna Bond, Phineas Bond; 
Cousins, Benjamin Stonie. Thomas Brand. B 


3enjamin Burroughs, Judith 
Horse (all of England) ; Maid, Catharine Pondolone. 


Exeeutors: Willimina Bond, Phineas Bond, 
Witnesses: Barnaby Barnes, Mary Asheton, 
Proved February 2th, 1783. Recorded, Book 


ds 
Roberts, Sarah Dug- 


Cornelius Barnes, 
S., page 479, 
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WILL OF JOHN KEARSLEY, CITY OF PHILADELPIHIIA, 
Practitioner in Physic and Surgery, 

Signed October 23d, 1775. 

Beneficiaries: Wife, Mary; Children. Mary John, Joseph, Harriet, 


Elizabeth; Brothers and Sisters (in England), viz.. Paul, David, Timothy, 
Mary and Ann Kearsley. 


Executors: Wife Mary. Daughter Mary and Son John Kearsley, Abell 
James, William Pollard, and Guardians for children. 
Witnesses: Daniel Robardean, Stephen Bayard. Peter Miller. 


CODICIL. Signed February 11th. 1776. 
Executors: In Trust. 


Witnesses: John Hay. Thos. Armor, Hilary Baker. Jr. 
Proved June rzth, 1786. Recorded, Book T.. page 434. 


ORDER FOR REMOVAL OF DR. KEARSLEY, 
In Council of Safety, (at Phila.), 


October 31st. 1776. 
The Council having understood that Doct’r Kearsley has insinuated 
himself in the good Graces of a number of your Inhabitants & that they 
have applied for his enlargement, in order to attend them 
The Board considering him as a dangerous Enemy to the A 
think it would be very imprudent to Enlarge him. as He m 
of such an opportunity in order to mislead weak & cred 
thereby endanger the Publick Cause. 

You are therefore desired. on the receipt of this, to remove the said 
Doct’r Kearsley to Carlisle & comruit him to the Care of the Prison Keeper 


of s’d Town, under the Direction of the Committee of the County of 
Cumberland. 


fe From PENNSYLVANIA ARCHIVES, Sccond Series, Vol. 
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ay avail himself 
ulous persons, & 
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EXTRACTS FROM WATSON’S ANNALS OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Page 381—Vol. 1:-— 

For the impressive Architectural style of Christ Church 
the State-house (Independence Hall) also) 
and direction of Doctor John Kearsley the elder. an eminent Physician of 
Philadelphia. He died in 1772 at the age of 88 years leaving three of his 
houses as a legacy to the poor widows of the Church. 
Popular man, member of the Assembly, etc. 
Page 388 :— 


1744. Vote of thanks and plate worth £40 to Dr. 
and superintendance of Architectural embellishments, 
1M 1744—£2197 to finish the church. 


(as well as of 
we are indebted to the taste 


He was a very 


Kearsley for aid 
Dr. Kearsley paid 
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Page 398 :— 

The style of the Architecture of the house and steeple (state-house) 
was directed by Dr. John Kearsley Sen.. the same amateur who guve the 
architectural character to Christ Church. 


1. g 5 ‘ : : 
bis | a lerdaa was for many years a very industrious Bractioners im 
both medicine and surgery. He was not deficient in public spirit. The 
Public are more indebted to him than any other man for that respectable 
edifice Christ Church and by his will he founded and endowed a house 


for poor widows. He educated Dr. John Redman and Dr. John Baird of 
N.Y 


This eminent physician Dr. John Kearsley had been so popular in the 
assembly that on several occasions he had been horne home on the shoulders 
Of the people; he died in 1772 at the age of eighty-cight years having been 
in the city since 1711, happily dying just three years before he could 
witness the outrage offered to his Tespectable nephew Dr. John Kearsley 
who was obnoxious as a Tory in 1775. 


In 1769 some observations appeared in the Gentlemen's Magazine of 
London from Dr. Kearsley Jun. of Phila. relative to a new disease— 


Page 388 :— 


At the era of the revolution Dr. John Kearsley although otherwise a 
eitizen of good character and standing became exposed to the scofis and 
insults of the people by his ardent loyalism, being by nature impetuous 
in his temper he gave much umbrage to the whigs of the day by his rash 
expressions. It was intended therefore to sober his feelings by the argu- 
ment of “tar and feathers.” ’ ; -,. 

He was seized at Midday at his own door in Front a little below High 
St. by a party of the militia and in his attempt to resist them he teceived 
a bayonet wound in his hand. Fe was forced into a eart amidst a multitude 
of boys and idiers, paraded through the streets to the tune of the Rogu’es 
March. The concourse brought him before the Coffee-house where they 
halted; the doctor foaming with rage and indignation, without a hat, 
his wig dishevelled, and himself bloody from his wounded hand, stood up 


m the cart and called for a bowl of punch; when so vehement was his 
thirst that he swallowed 


it all ere he took it from his hps. “I was shocked” 
sayS Graydon “at the spectacle, thus to see a lately respected Citizen so 
vilified.” It is grateful to add however that they proceeded to no further 
violence thus proving that a Phila. mob has some sense of restraint. But 
although the Doctor was ailowed to escape the tar and feathers the actual 
indignity so inflamed and maddened his spirit that friends had to confine. 
ime for a time as insane. 
, He died during the war—a resident at Carlisle. In contra-distinguish- 
ing from his once Popular uncle of the same name and Profession, he 
was usually called “tory Doctor.” 
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Kearsley—Northumberland. a township in the parish of Stamfordham 


260 miles from London—12 miles from Newcastle on Tyne—Contuins 2 
Ouses. Pop. in 1841, 11. 
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